Will God really dwell on earth with Men?

Reading: 2 Chronicles 6:12-31 
The context of the question is Solomon’s prayer immediately prior to the dedication of first temple in Jerusalem. This was to be the place where God was pleased to fill with his presence. At the beginning of the next chapter, we read 

When Solomon finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD filled the temple.
Solomon was in awe of the fact the Creator God who made the heavens could also manifest his presence locally in a temple built by human hands. 
The Bible describes other manifestations of the divine presence prior to Solomon’s time and his question anticipated even more wonderful things to happen in the future.

As we approach Christmas – the time when we celebrate the coming of Christ into the world – our minds naturally start pondering the great mystery of incarnation, God with us in Christ. This was indeed a time when God dwelt on earth with human-kind.
Solomon’s question raises great theological issues – Creation, Trinity, Incarnation. 
The Nature of Creation
It was a wonderful experience hearing Professor Andy McIntosh speaking recently on Design, Intelligence and the Word of God. 
The universe we live in has been designed, despite what the likes of Richard Dawkins might say. The interlocking feathers of birds, the hollow lightweight bones, the muscle system requiring holes in bones all need to be in place before a bird can fly and any “natural selection” can take place. There is no reasonable explanation as to how these things might have evolved. 

The universe shows the marks of intelligent design. The Psalmist says we are “fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:4. We have been designed by God with a purpose.

We are his image bearers. In Genesis 1:26, we read,

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground."
God designed the world and us with a purpose. We are created for fellowship with God and as suitable creatures within whom his Spirit may dwell. I also believe, God designed the human body so that it would be a suitable vehicle for incarnation.
Further, God designed the world in such a way that could indeed “walk in the garden in the cool of the day” (Gen 3:8). Figurative or literal, God designed the created order so he could delight in his creation and have fellowship with his image bearers.
We were made for fellowship with God – are we enjoying it?

The Manifestation of Divinity
The Old Testament tells of divine manifestations or appearances of God (theophanies). God took on various visible forms to show himself to people - Abraham (Gen 18), Jacob (Gen 32), the elders of Israel (Ex 34), Manoah and his wife (Jud 13), Isaiah (Is 6) etc. In Genesis 18:1-33, we read of God appearing to Abraham in human form. 
1The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. 2Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground.
Genesis 18:1-2

God appeared to the people of Israel as a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night (Exodus 13:21-22). When the Tabernacle was finished, we read,
34Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting because the cloud had settled upon it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.
Exodus 40:34-35

And it is this same Shekhinah glory that filled the Temple. However, in an even greater sense, God was going to dwell with men on earth. Have we experienced the presence of God in this way?
The Mystery of Incarnation

The event of Christmas can be summed up in the words, “the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14). What happened all those years ago is that God the Son became human in Jesus, the God-man. He was human and divine.

This is what the early Christians believed. The Chalcedonian Creed (~451AD) states,
Therefore, following the holy fathers, we all with one accord teach men to acknowledge one and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, at once complete in Godhead and complete in manhood, truly God and truly man, consisting also of a reasonable soul and body; of one substance with the Father as regards his Godhead, and at the same time of one substance with us as regards his manhood; like us in all respects, apart from sin; as regards his Godhead, begotten of the Father before the ages, but yet as regards his manhood begotten, for us men and for our salvation, of Mary the Virgin, the God-bearer; one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, Only-begotten, recognized in two natures, without confusion, without change, without division, without separation; the distinction of natures being in no way annulled by the union, but rather the characteristics of each nature being preserved and coming together to form one person and subsistence, not as parted or separated into two persons, but one and the same Son and Only-begotten God the Word, Lord Jesus Christ; even as the prophets from earliest times spoke of him, and our Lord Jesus Christ himself taught us, and the creed of the fathers has handed down to us.
At Christmas time, we celebrate the incarnation or we celebrate nothing.

2000 years ago there was a God-intervention in the history of the world. So although, the answer to Solomon’s question “Will God really dwell on earth with men?” is “yes” in the context of the presence of God filling the Temple, there is a greater “yes” in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Two thousand years ago, we have God in the person of Christ walking this planet.
The apostle Paul, wrote these words to believers in Philippi:

6[Christ Jesus], being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  8And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death— even death on a cross! 
Philippians 2:6-8
“Will God really dwell on earth with men?” – YES!
Have we been impacted by the living Christ?

The Possibility of Salvation

It is the incarnation makes possible a restored relationship with God.
11And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.

1 John 5:11,12
It is through the Son of God that we have eternal life, or more literally the life of eternity. Likewise, it is through believing in Jesus that we are brought into relationship with God.
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well.
1 John 5:1
Do you know this fellowship with God? This is why the Son of God came into the world. This is the purpose of God dwelling on earth with men.
And one of the key benefits of salvation, of a relationship with God, is answered prayer.

14This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.

1 John 5:14,15
Have we experienced Christ’s Salvation?
The Habitation of God
An amazing aspect of Christ truth is that the Church is now the temple of God.

21In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

Ephesians 2:21-22
Paul reminds the Corinthians

Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?

1 Corinthians 3:16
John Owen the Puritan wrote, “The inhabitation of the Spirit in believers, is among those things which we ought, as to the nature of being of it, firmly to believe; … Omnipresence is essential; inhabitation is personal.”
In the New Testament era, not only does God dwell with men. He dwells in men! Hallelujah! As Christians, those who are in Christ we are as AW Tozer puts it “The Dwelling Place of God”.

Tozer writes: “By the mysterious operation of the Spirit in the new birth, that which is called by Peter "the divine nature" enters the deep-in core of the believer's heart and establishes residence there. "If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his," for "the Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God" (Rom. 8:9, 16). Such a one is a true Christian, and only such. Baptism, confirmation, the receiving of the sacraments, church membership-these mean nothing unless the supreme act of God in regeneration also takes place.”
The Christian is to be a walking representation of Christ in the world. 

We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.
2 Cor 5:17-20,
We are to live out the life of Christ in our mortal bodies. Are we living as Christ’s representatives?
The Final Realization

1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away."
The ultimate will be the new universe when God removes all barriers, recreates the cosmos and dwells with his image-bearers for all eternity.
Do you have such a hope my friend?
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