Things to Remember

We’re not always good at remembering things. So we are told to remember.
Remember, remember the fifth of November

Remember the Alamo
Studying history is important. Who likes history? If we don’t remember the past we are doomed to repeat it.
History = HIS STORY

We see God at work in the history of the world. Large sections of the Bible deal with historical themes. The theologians have a term – salvation history – to describe the acts of God in history.
The Bible tells us to remember many things.

· We are told to remember the poor. (Gal 2:10).

· We are told to remember the prisoners (Heb 13:3).

· We are told to remember Christian ministers who shared the Gospel with us (Heb 13:7)

· We are told to remember truths about the Christian faith.

· We are told to remember what has happened to us – how we became Christians.

· We are told to remember to give generously (2 Cor 9:6).

Three things I want to note:

I. Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead
8Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 9for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God's word is not chained. 10Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.
2 Timothy 2:8-10

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the defining event of Christianity. We are called to serve a risen Saviour.

He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.

Romans 4:25

In August 2006, over 300 soldiers who were executed during WW1 were awarded posthumous pardons. If they were alive it would be of great benefit to them. 
Testimony of Noel Fellows.

Without resurrection, pardon is insufficient. Jesus’ resurrection completes the reconciliation process. We share in Christ’s resurrection life.

Wonderfully, through the resurrection of Jesus, the gospel is offered to all people – forgiveness of sins. Not just to the deserving, but to the undeserving.
Remember that we were separated from God but now we have been reconciled through the blood of Christ
11Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called "uncircumcised" by those who call themselves "the circumcision" (that done in the body by the hands of men)— 12remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ.

Ephesians 2:11-13

There is the need of personal application. The Gospel brings sinners into right relationship with God.
If we’ve stolen, we’re thieves.

If we’ve lied, we’re liars.

We need the personal application of the gospel into our lives.

9Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 10nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

1 Corinthians 6:9-11

Whatever we were, if you’re a Christian, you’ve been transformed by the power of God.

Testimony of Fay and Hayley.

Christianity is about spiritual transformation. This is what we need.
Remember Lot’s Wife (Luke 17:32)
In the context of Jesus’ return. A warning against turning back. A warning about wrong priorities. A challenge for us to be focussed in our lives. Not like Demas.
Instead of thinking of escape, Lot’s wife looked back to the old. She should have been focussing on the destination. A change of priorities.

We have a heavenly destination which should be our focus. We should be living in the light of eternity, in the light of his coming.

Challenge

We are challenged to consider the claims of Jesus Christ on our lives, the Gospel. We are invited to be transformed by the Holy Spirit and encouraged not to give up. 
