The Prodigal Son
Reading: Luke 15:11-32

Reasons why kids leave home.

Over-protective or over-strict parents

Desire for freedom


Abuse


Idealism  and so on

Jesus told a famous story or parable about this. A parable is a heavenly story with an earthly meaning. The main point of the story is to show, by analogy, that God is a loving father who is there for us no matter what.

Verse 11

 Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. 

The story is well-known; the plot is simple. Yet, it’s inspired art, literature, language. 
The Plight of Humanity

Verse 12

The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them.
This young man is wanting out of family and family relationships.
He might want independence – freedom from the household rules.

Maybe he can’t stand the older brother.

Remarkably the father agreed.
Verse 13

"Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living.

He leaves home and messes up. From regulated life at home to the removal of restraint in a far country – and he squanders all he has on wild living – wine, women and song.
People turn their back on God and mess up. Sometimes we leave church and mess up.

This is a picture of our society. Today, as a nation, we are messing up big time. We have turned our back on God think we can manage. 
Corruption, idolatry, moral decay, poverty, addiction, depression.

We think we have freedom. We cast off restraint. We’re wasting our lives and we don’t realise it.
Verse 14

After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need.

He fell on hard times. His lifestyle didn’t prepare him for the down-times.

He experienced financial need. Many people today are facing times of need in the financial crisis. They are unprepared for the crisis that faces us as a nation.

Verse 15

So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs.

The height of degradation – for a boy from a good Jewish family to be feeding pigs!

It is at these times our thoughts turn back to God.

Verse 16

He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.
He experienced hunger. But there is a deeper hunger – a spiritual hunger, a hunger for meaning, significance and love. There is an aching in the human heart.
Pascal – the God-shaped hole in our lives.  Man’s extremity – God’s opportunity.

Coming to our Senses

Verse 17

"When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death!

Times in our life when we come to our senses. He reasoned that it was better to a servant back home than to live in the miserable way he was doing.
There are times in our lives when attitudes changes. Sometimes it’s a time of crisis. These are times when we become open to God.

For those who’ve stopped coming to church, it’s a time to return – just as we are.

Verse 18

I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.

The moment of decision. No sense of merit or achievement. He’s humbled. He’s going home uncertain whether the father will accept him or not. But it’s the only way.
Maybe some of us are at points of decision in our lives,

Verse 19

I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.'
We look at our lives; we know we’re unworthy – we’re sinners. We don’t like to hear this. But to acknowledge sin is so importance – repentance is the key to restoration.
And so, when all else had failed, the son thought of his father.

The Father’s Love

Verse 20

So he got up and went to his father.  But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

The father was longing for his son.
The father was looking for his son.

The father had compassion for his son.

The father welcomed his son.

The past was put aside.

This is how God deals with us.

Verse 21

"The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.'
Genuine contrition. No plea of merit – only mercy!
This is where we are with God. We have rebelled against God. We are no longer worthy to be his image bearers.
But in Christ’s death, God has provided a way back. Hallelujah!

Verse 22

"But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.

And yet, the father was eager to bring the son back into an experience of his love.
Verse 23

Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate.

Throw a party.  Jesus speaks of rejoicing in heaven over sinners who repent.

Verse 24

For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate.
Heaven is thrilled when sinners repent and come back to God. Are we? A prefigurement of the marriage supper of the Lamb.
The Possibility of a New Beginning
Jesus demonstrated this in his interactions with people. Even the most desperate can find fresh hope.
Whatever your situation today, ther’s the possibility of a new beginning – however far you’ve fallen.

The Older Brother
Verse 25

"Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing.

Verse 26

So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on.

Verse 27

Your brother has come,' he replied, 'and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.'

Verse 28

"The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him.

Verse 29

But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends.

Verse 30

But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!' 

Verse 31

" 'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything I have is yours.

Verse 32

But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' "

Conclusion
We have an opportunity for a real new beginning. It is the only way. God made it possible by sending His only begotten Son into the world, to live and die and rise again. It doesn’t matter what you have been or what you are at the moment. You have but to come to God confessing your sins against Him, casting yourself upon his mercy in Jesus Christ, acknowledging that He alone can save and keep. You will find that:
The past shall be forgotten

A present joy will be given

A future grace is promised

A glorious crown in heaven.

Come! Amen.

The Parable of the Lost Son 

 11Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them. 

 13"Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

 17"When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.' 20So he got up and went to his father. 
      "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

 21"The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.[b]' 

 22"But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. 24For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate. 

 25"Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27'Your brother has come,' he replied, 'and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.' 

 28"The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 29But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!' 

 31" 'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' "

Footnotes: 

a. Luke 15:8 Greek ten drachmas, each worth about a day's wages

b. Luke 15:21 Some early manuscripts son. Make me like one of your hired men.
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