The Ministry of Elisha
Reading: 2 Kings 6:8-23
Fascinated by the ministry of Elisha. An ordinary man from a farming family who had a heart for God. Through him God changed the destiny of nations.
Consecration

We first encounter him in 1 Kings 19 where the Lord tells Elijah to anoint him as his successor. A full commitment – he killed his oxen and burned his ploughing equipment. No turning back. He became Elisha’s attendant – cf. Moses and Joshua. Have we consecrated ourselves to the service of King Jesus?
Dedication and Determination

There follow years of preparation – discipleship. It seems he was involved with the school of the prophets – men who devoted themselves to God. He was the star student.

In 1 Kings 2 we find Elisha was with Elijah leading up to Elijah’s being taken to heaven. Despite encouragements to the contrary, Elisha will not leave Elijah. This resulted in Elijah asking him what he wanted. The reply – to be your successor. What do we want? Are our goals spiritual or secular?
Empowerment

The God of Elijah, ie the empowering God who parted the waters and sent fire from heaven, was with Elisha.

The other prophets recognised that God’s Spirit was on Elisha. His ministry was characterised by remarkable miracles – floating axe-head, miraculous supply of oil, resurrection from the dead, poisonous effects nullified, a feeding miracle, healing, foretelling, intelligence gathering and so on.
We need to know God for ourselves. Have we been filled with the Holy Spirit?
Spiritual Perception
An incredible prophetic insight. There was an awareness of the spiritual realm.  He was with Elijah when he was taken into heaven. It’s as if the ministry of Elisha is characterised by a diminishing of the barrier between heaven and earth.
He lived with two views – earthly and heavenly. And, through our immersion in the Scriptures and being constantly filled with the Holy Spirit, we should be people whose thinking is renewed so that we see earth from heaven’s perspective.

Further, we should be those who seek God for spiritual gifts especially the prophetic.

Conclusion

We need to be more familiar with the spiritual realm. This takes consecration and dedication. There is a first step to take – like Elisha’s responding to the call. Have we taken this? Then there is a life of discipleship and being filled with the Spirit and being attuned to the spiritual dimension. How are we doing? Let’s press on and know God.
