The Harvest of Souls
Reading: Matt 9:35-39

35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field."
Introduction

Harvest is a wonderful illustration of truth. “Make hay while the sun shines”.

In Romania, Christians refer to winter as the “harvest of souls”.

In his teaching, Jesus used the picture of harvest on a number of occasions.
In Matthew 13:24-30 we have the parable of the weeds which is explained in Matthew 13:36-43 as the Final Harvest.
Here harvest is used as a picture of the end of the age and the judgement that follows.
Another illustration is the Harvest of Righteousness.
2 Cor 9:10 The generous – money, gifts, time

Hebrews 12:11 – The disciplined
James 3:18 - Peacemakers
What are you harvesting in your life?

What are you sowing into your life? – Fruits of the Spirit.
And then in Matthew 9:35-39, Jesus uses the picture of harvest to illustrate another truth – the imperative of mission. Here the harvest is the Harvest of Souls.
Indeed, the last teachings of Jesus recorded in the Gospels relate to the mission of the church.

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
Matt 28:18-20
Mission is a priority of the church and, with this in mind, we turn to Matt 9:35-39.

I. The Ministry of Christ

Verse 35

35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness.
In order to understand Christian mission, we need to understand the ministry of Jesus.

Jesus came on a rescue mission. 
16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
John 3:16.

28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."
Matt 20:28

Unfortunately, many are seeking to undermine key aspects of Christ’s death on our behalf. But the truth remains – Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures (1 Cor 15:3).
A Thorough Ministry in terms of Geography
A point to note about Christ’s ministry was that it was thorough. He went through all the towns and villages.

The systematic nature of mission. The idea is that mission is a ceaseless activity.

[This is something we should note when, as a church, we seek to reach our neighbourhood. 
Some churches attempt to visit every house in their “patch” on a regular basis. This is something we should consider for the future.
During his earthly ministry, Jesus’ ministry may be conveniently classified under two main headings


Teaching and Preaching


Healing (including casting out demons)

A Thorough Ministry in terms of content – Teaching, Preaching & Healing
Jesus proclaimed the good news of the kingdom, the kingdom of God. 

There is no kingdom without a king. And the kingdom of God relates to the rule of God over every aspect of human existence.
In other words, Jesus preached the restored rule of God in the lives of men and women. This relates to 

Ethics - The way we should live (Matthew 5-7)
Mission (Matthew 10)

Kingdom values and principles - Growth, Judgement, responses to sin, …

Parables of the kingdom (Matthew 13 & 18)
The Future (Matthew 24-25)

Jesus taught more on the kingdom of God than any other topic – and we need to take it seriously.

We have to ask ourselves, “how seriously do we take his teaching?”

Healing (inc Casting out Demons)

Jesus exercised a Ministry of Compassion - meeting people in need, spiritual and physical, was a demonstration of the kingdom in action.. 
Supernatural signs of the Kingdom – blind eyes were opened, the dumb could hear.
In Luke 13:10-17, we are presented with Jesus healing a crippled woman on the Sabbath. Jesus’ response to his critics is 16 Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?" (Luke 13:14)

Jesus, filled with the Spirit’s Power, broke the power of the devil.
In Acts, Luke records the words of Peter at Cornelius’ house.

36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.
Acts 10:36-38
Jesus demonstrated God’s love through healing and breaking Satanic bondages in peoples’ lives.

Christ’s Manifesto (Luke 4:18-19)

    18 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
      because he has anointed me 
      to preach good news to the poor. 
   He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
      and recovery of sight for the blind, 
   to release the oppressed, 
       19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour."
What exactly this meant is, of course, demonstrated through what Jesus subsequently did.

The ministry of Jesus was a ministry of meeting peoples’ needs – spiritually and physically.

He preached a message of salvation and liberation from sin and its effects. He warned people about judgement and pronounced forgiveness of sins.

He calls us to participate in a continuation of this ministry now that he is in heaven.

The Misery of the Crowd
36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.
The crowds that followed Jesus reflect so much of the human need and suffering of our own day.

Harassed and Helpless (lit. torn and thrown down)
The imagery is that of shepherdless sheep, sheep wounded and torn either by hostile animals or by thorn-bushes and the like.

The people of our world are like this. As a race, we are harassed by the devil, by the inhumanity of man towards man, by our own restless spirit.

Poverty, injustice, violence, crime, exploitation, and slavery were all part of the world 2000 years ago. And they are still part of it. 
· We live in a world where children are forced into prostitution.  Human trafficking is a problem even in the UK.

· Babies are born into the world with AIDS

· 35,000 children die every day of starvation and malnutrition.

· An estimated 20,000 street children in the Philippines currently in jail.

· Christians are persecuted.

· Drugs, loneliness, teenage pregnancies all issues. 
· People are lost!

· 10-40 window, Europe

Now – Then , people need Jesus.

Immigrants and asylum seekers need to know Christ’s love.

Leaderless

No one was giving them true spiritual leadership. Liberal theology has no answer for the needs of the world.
Only Jesus can satisfy the hunger of the human heart.

The vast majority of humanity is without hope and without God.

Jesus’ response to the needs of humanity was compassion. Do we share this necessary response to human need and suffering?
How do we react when we see their plight on television or in the newspaper? Have we become hardened?

The Missionary Challenge
37 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 
The Harvest Field    

The picture of the harvest field is used to describe the drawing in of people into the kingdom. They are lost and need saving.
Of the 6.6 billion people in the world today, over a half have not had an adequate opportunity to hear the Gospel.
The mission field is vast and starts on our doorstep.

We live in a generation that is looking for authenticity and integrity. In our lives, we must be communicating Christ in a way that is relevant for our generation.

The Mandate of the Church

38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field."
The Church is called to continue the ministry of Jesus – involves mission. To be incarnational Christians means being on a mission.

Practically, this is worked out in a number of ways.

Prayer

Pray for mission. Pray for workers. This is a direct command of Jesus.

Missionary prayer letters. Start with BMS World Mission, but there are many others

The Call to Mission

Original disciples of Jesus were called to be missionaries.
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
Acts 1:8

A call on the church and a call on individuals.

Every Baptist a Missionary. Mission is every Christian’s responsibility.

We admire the likes of William Carey, Adoniram Judson, Mary Slessor etc. But mission is an activity of the whole church – home and abroad.

We should all be engaged in home mission!

Are we Christians thinly disguised as university lecturers and the like?

Some years ago, BUGB published the 5 core values of Baptist Churches. Mission and Sacrifice were two of them.

Continuation of Jesus’ ministry

Local churches are called to participate in Jesus’ ministry today – reaching a lost and needy world for Jesus.

The church in Antioch was a missionary church. My vision for church is along the Antioch model – the people of God at the centre of mission.
We need to believe God can use us. Mary Slessor didn’t have a proper education. Her father was a drunkard. Yet she transformed Calabar.
God may be calling us to mission in Darlington. But I believe that we are called to think globally and act locally.
Effect of a World Mission Consciousness on the Local Church

1. Feeding the Church

The church falls into maintenance mode unless it engages in mission mode.

2. Increasing Relevance

Why are we here?

3. Creating Adventure

People are turned off by predictability

4. Lubricated Giving

10% of all giving to mission.

5. Focussing Local Mission

Local churches grow when they are engaged in world mission.

6. Stimulating Prayer

More prayer can only be good.

7. Creating Belonging

"By promoting world mission I've learnt so much myself and feel I'm making more of a difference for people in my church and across the world." 
Jane - world mission co-ordinator for a church in Glasgow.
Conclusion
What have we done with Jesus’ commands?

Are we willing to hear the call of Jesus to a worker in the harvest?

Have we heard the call and neglected it?

Costly – get out of comfort zone.

Time to get committed to obey Jesus’ words.

Get passionate about world mission and local mission.
What can we do?
Short-term missions abroad.

Visit missionaries.

Use our Practical skills 

Adopt a child

Mercy Boxes
And closer to home – find out what needs are, pray and get involved.
Mother and toddler groups, international outreach, human trafficking.
Soup Runs

Offer our talents to God for mission.

“Expect great things from God. Attempt great things for God.”

William Carey 1792.

What has God called you to do?
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