The Debt of Love
Reading: Romans 13:8-10
2009 Britain’s Got Talent: Greg Pritchard – the guy who sings like a woman. Simon Cowell’s response – “This shouldn’t have happened. It’s like a dog meowing.” It’s bizarre! One of life’s contradictions.
We expect birds to fly, dogs to bark, and fish to swim. But what about Christians? We expect Christians to love. In fact, this is what Jesus said.
By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.
John 13:35

Writing around 200AD, Tertullian the early Christian apologist stated that pagans used to say, “See how much [Christians] love one another”.
The early Christians offered hospitality, cared for the needy, prayed for the sick – they loved people. Today, many local churches carry on this ministry of love.

Cornerstone church in Swansea has developed a ministry during the week with teenagers who have been excluded from the local schools. They do things with them. They take them places. They help teach them. They run Alpha courses with them. They see some of these young people and their families coming to Christ. They are a church committed to love.

We need an outpouring of divine love.

O Thou Who camest from above,
The pure celestial fire to impart,
Kindle a flame of sacred love
on the mean altar of my heart. 

There let it for Thy glory burn,
With inextinguishable blaze;
And trembling to its source return
In humble prayer and fervent praise

…
Ready for all Thy perfect will,
My acts of faith and love repeat,
Till death Thy endless mercies seal,
And make my sacrifice complete. 

Are our loves characterized by love? That’s the challenge! Indeed the apostle John effectively states that the mark of the Christian is love.

If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 
1 John 4:20
Love is great evidence of us being truly born again. 
Love is the mark of authentic church. If we don’t care about people we are not an authentic church. True love involves care, acceptance, availability.
A loving church welcomes people. A dying church finds new people an inconvenience.

Christ says to the church in Ephesus, “You’ve lost your first love” and as a result to close them down unless they repented. Do we love?
Let me tell you about some of the kids we’ve seen over the last six weeks.


A young lad whose girlfriend was killed in a car accident


A girl who is guilty over the death of a friend who stepped out in front of a bus

A girl who self harms and has lost a friend through self-harm


A girl who blames herself for her mother’s death


A boy who is still grieving over two years after the death of his step dad

A young man whose best friend committed suicide


A young man who been chucked out of his home
Are we willing to love them? They may be hooked on nicotine. Will Christ’s people love them?
The sad fact is that far too many Christians, far too many churches lack evidence of the first fruit of the Spirit listed in Galatians 5:22-23 which is love.

Love is a fruit of the Spirit, a mark of the Spirit’s activity. Conversely, lack of love is a mark of the Spirit’s absence.

Churches die because of lack of love.

Churches split because of lack of love.

Marriages break up because of lack of love.
People commit suicide because of lack of love

We don’t grow because of lack of love

What does Jesus tell us? 

A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.
John 13:34
We are to love because of Jesus’ love for us. Love empowers us and frees us.
We are to love in the way Jesus loves us – sacrificially.

How are we doing? At root lack of love is a failure to allow the Holy Spirit to have his way in our lives. Not to love is disobedience. With this in mind let’s turn to Romans 13:8-10.
Verse 8

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law.

Let no debt remain outstanding. Christians are to repay any debts they incur promptly and in accordance with the terms of the contract.
There will be one exception. The debt to love one another. This can never be repaid in full. We owe it to other Christians (and the world) to love them. Similar references in other Scriptures - John 15:12,17; Romans 13:8; 1 Thess 3:12; 4:9; 1 Peter 1:22; 1 John 3:11, 23; 4:7,11,12; 2 John 1:5.  The command to love one another is not an optional extra to the Christian life. It is a command of Jesus himself which we are to work it out in church life.

Although the focus of one another is our love for fellow, although the wider context is our duty to love others regardless of whether they are Christians or not.

To love others is to fulfil the law. Paul is thinking of “a complete and final “doing” of the law” that is possible only for those who are Christians who have been transformed by the Spirit and walk in the Spirit and are no longer bound by the letter of the law but are directed by Christ through a heart relationship with him. 

Individual commands may chastise and guide us, but we are free from the Mosaic law as a way of salvation. It is not my purpose to go into the Christian’s relationship to the law of Moses today. What I want to emphasize is the necessity of love.
Verse 9

The commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not covet," and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbour as yourself."

The quotation from Lev 19:18 summarises the 7th, 6th, 8th, and 10th commandments.

whatever other commandment there may be. Those commandments of the law that relate to human relationships.
· We aren’t to be unfaithful to our husband or wife.

· We don’t get angry with one another.

· We don’t steal from one another (including their reputation).

· We don’t want what someone else has.
Paul probably had in mind Jesus’ words in Matt 22:34-40.
 34Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question:  36"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 37Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbour as yourself.' 40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."

We are to a community of love. The Christian who belongs to the New Covenant people of God, is no longer “under the [Mosaic] law”, the law of the Old Covenant people of God; he is under “a new law”, “the law of Christ” (see Gal 6:2 and 1 Cor 9:19-21). And the law of Christ is a law of love.
Note: Paul, as throughout Romans, is speaking of the Mosaic law. He does not think that the love command is the only commandment of relevance for Christian believers. 

Verse 10

Love does no harm to its neighbour. Therefore love is the fulfilment of the law.

Love does no harm to its neighbour. This is precisely what the OT commandments about our relationships with other human beings aims at.

love is the fulfilment of the law. This means that through the completed work of Christ and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, the demands of the Mosaic law have been brought to completion in us who live by the Spirit and walk in love.  
Although some see the Greek word  as meaning full measure, the idea of culmination is to be preferred.
Belonging to Jesus involves more than attending church services. It involves loving and other Christians. What does this love look like? We can answer this question in a number of ways. We could look at 1 Corinthians 13:4-6, for example, which states:

4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
Or, we could look at the New Testament instances of the phrase one another where we see how we are to relate to one another.

· Be devoted to one another (Rom 12:10)

· Serve One Another (Gal 5:13)
· Forgive One Another (Eph 4:32, Col 3:13)
· Bear with One Another (Eph 4:2 Cf Col 3:13)
· Being Kind to One Another (1 Thess 5:15)
· Be Concerned for One Another (1 Cor 12:25)
· Encourage One Another (1 Thess 5:11. Also 1 Thess 4:18, Heb 3:13 and Heb 10:25)
· Spur one another on toward love and good deeds (Heb 10:24)
· Teaching and Admonishing One Another (Col 3:16. Also Rom 15:14)
· Accepting or Receiving One Another (Rom 15:7)
· Greeting One Another (1 Peter 5:14. Also Rom 16:16; 1 Cor 16:20; 2 Cor 13:12)
· Not forsaking meeting one another (Heb 10:25)
· Not Provoking and Envying One Another

· Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other (Gal 5:26)
· Not Judging One Another (Romans 14:13)
· Being at peace with One Another (1 Thess 5:15)

· Agreeing with one another (Mark 9:50 and Phil 4:2)
Conclusion
The Bible clearly teaches that our relationships must be characterized by love. We are to be a community characterized by love. This is not something that just happens. This is something to be worked at.
The writer to the Hebrews issues a command and a warning.

14Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. 15See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.
Hebrews 12:14-15
As we share the Lord’s Supper, some of us may need to search our hearts concerning our relationship with others. We must determine to be reconciled as far as it lies with you.
18If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord.

Romans 12:18, 19

For some of us, to go forward in Christ depends on a decision concerning forgiveness and reconciliation. We have choices. And as we come to the Lord’s table, we have the decision to love.
Andy Economides’ decision to stop eating cheese. Our decision to love will affect the rest of our lives.
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