The Calling of the Twelve Apostles – Jesus’ Winning Team
Reading: Mark 3:13-19

Introduction

We’re used to people forming a team.

The Prime Minister, Gordon Brown formed his Cabinet


Alistair Darling – Chancellor of the Exchequer

David Miliband – Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs

Jack Straw – Secretary of State for Justice and Lord Chancellor
England Soccer manager, Steve McClaren, has to get his squad together.

Fans of the 24 series will recognise CTU team members including the super hero Jack Bauer.
Jesus calls his team together. He did it 2,000 years ago and he still does it today.

As a church, we are involved in team – leadership team, youth team, stewardship team etc. Indeed, as a whole body of Christ in this place, we are a team.

What do we learn from the Scriptures about being Jesus’ team?.

Prayer

Verse 13

13 Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and they came to him.
Mountains are places of revelation. Moses and Elijah both encountered God in such places.
In Luke’s parallel account, we are told that, “One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God.” (Luke 6:12).
A night of prayer for important decisions. 

Churches often spend nights of prayer – interceding for others, seeking God’s blessing, protection etc.

Jesus’ practice should be a challenge to us on the importance of prayer in church life.

September’s Evangelical Times contains a really encouraging report on what has happened over the last 40 years at Pontefract Evangelical Church.
Jesus … called to him those he wanted, and they came to him. We note both the call and the response.
What has Jesus called us to do and are we responding?

Purpose and Priorities

Verses 14,15
14 He appointed twelve—designating them apostles—that they might be with him and that he might send them out to preach 15 and to have authority to drive out demons
Jesus appointed 12 of his disciples to be apostles.

The number corresponds to the 12 tribes of Israel. This is symbolism for a new beginning of the people of God. It is also sociologically an ideal mission team size.

An apostle is someone sent on mission. Secular usage of the time related to diplomatic envoys and commanders of naval expeditions. Perhaps the nearest equivalent today is missionary.

What was their special calling? How were apostles different from the other disciples?

There was a leadership role, yes, but there were functions associated with all believers.

I. Fellowship with Jesus

Those whom God calls are called primarily into fellowship with Jesus. Of course, this is a key aspect of every Christian’s calling.
The challenge of Revelation 3:20 applies to all.

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.

A wonderful invitation to fellowship with Jesus. Only being close to Jesus meets our deepest spiritual needs.
We think of the story of Mary and Martha. Martha was a good woman, but Mary receives the commendation.

II. Participation in the Mission of Jesus

The disciples were 


Sent out to preach


Given authority over demons
Matthew adds that they were given “authority … to heal every disease and sickness”.
(Matt 10:1).
They were given a ministry of proclamation, healing and confronting the powers of evil. In this they were following in the steps of the Master. 

Jesus elsewhere told his disciples, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you” (John 20:21).
As Christians, we follow in the apostles’ footsteps and participate in the same mission. In many ways, the church has forgotten her calling – she is a “Cinderella with Amnesia”.

We see that the church is a missionary church from its inception. And, of course, all this ties in with Jesus parting words to His disciples.
The Great Commission – Matt 28:18-20

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
Acts 1:8

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
How are we responding to the missionary challenge on a church level, on an individual level? Do we have a mission consciousness? 
Over the last few months we’ve had missionary talks from OMF, OMS, BMS, HCJB and the Romania Group at Northallerton. Do we recognise our responsibility to be a missionary church?

Age doesn’t matter. It’s attitude. Do you remember the story of Caleb – seeking new challenges in his eighty-fifth year? [See Joshua 14:6-15].

The key is a heart that follows the Lord fully.

Of course, there are other priorities – worship, fellowship, discipleship, developing ministry etc. We need to maintain the balance as we saw in 40 days of purpose. But, mission is certainly on Christ’s agenda and it should be on ours.
Personnel

Verses 16-19

16 These are the twelve he appointed: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter 17 James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he gave the name Boanerges, which means Sons of Thunder 18 Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot 19 and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.
A motley crew – different backgrounds, education, beliefs, personalities.

Simon Peter – Fisherman and key leader in the church, opening the door to the Gentiles.

James son of Zebedee, John’s brother, an early Christian martyr. Part of Jesus’ inner circle.
John – the beloved disciple, James’ brother, one of the Sons of Thunder. 

When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, "Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?" (Luke 9:54)
Andrew – another fisherman. Peter’s brother who introduces people to Jesus.

Philip – Brings people (Nathaniel and Greeks to Jesus).
Bartholomew – possibly to be identified with Nathaniel of John’s Gospel. A man of no guile.
Matthew or Levi – A Tax Collector and writer of the first Gospel.
Thomas (Twin) - doubter, but willing to die for Jesus. First missionary to India?
James son of Alphaeus – Possibly a brother of Levi.
Thaddaeus – Probably to be identified with Judas, son of James (Acts 1:13).
Simon the Zealot – freedom fighter or terrorist? Zeal transformed in the service of Jesus.
Judas Iscariot – the betrayer and a thief.
We might ask why Jesus would call someone who would later betray him. Par of fulfilling God’s prophetic purposes of redemption. Cf Acts 4:28. “They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen.”
The church is made up of very different people sharing in a common purpose on a mission.

Different personalities – different gifts – different ministries.

The apostles worked together in a common mission and so should we.

Apostleship Today

We might ask how the apostolic ministry is relevant today. How does it relate to Christian ministry in the twenty-first century? Are there apostles today?
1. The twelve apostles were unique. They provided a foundational ministry for the early church. As such this is a ministry never to be repeated.

2. Was the appointment of Matthias a mistake? Should the church have waited for Paul to appear? Scripture doesn’t say anything to suggest that this was the case. They needed to make up the team and went ahead and did it.

3. The term apostle is used in a wider sense by Luke. Other apostles in the New Testament include, for example, Barnabas (Acts 14:4, 14).

4. Apostles are one among a mixture of complementary ministries.

11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
Ephesians 4:11-13

This passage describes ministries which God uses to equip the church. In the context of shared ministry all these giftings should be present. But never expect one man to do it all – it’s a burden too heavy to bear.
5. It is appropriate to talk of apostolic, pioneering ministries taking the Gospel to new places, situations. Church planters could be referred to as apostles or missionaries which have the same root meaning.

6. An interesting reference occurs in Romans 16:7. Is Junias an apostle and a woman?
Greet Andronicus and Junias, my relatives who have been in prison with me. They are outstanding among the apostles, and they were in Christ before I was.

Such ministries prepare us, God’s people, for works of service. We need to pray for such people.
19 Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.
Mission is at the heart of church life. When we forget mission we stagnate.
Our mission field is the town of Darlington, starting with the Northgate area.

We face the challenges of a secular culture that has written off Christianity as irrelevant, boring and untrue. There are other world views with which we have to contend. Further, the social issues of alcoholism, drug abuse, sexually transmitted diseases, poverty, materialism, unemployment. And above all this, we live in a culture estranged from God.

I believe Jesus is the answer, We have a powerful message of hope. We need to engage in mission, to follow in the steps of our Master who “God anointed … with the Holy Spirit and power, and … went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.” (Acts 10:38).

Application.

In appointing twelve apostles, Jesus took some of his disciples and prepared them for the next step on their spiritual journey. It meant a deeper degree of fellowship with Jesus and a deeper participation in the mission of God. And God calls us to that today.
I believe God is calling us to move on to the next stage.

· For some it’s faith in Christ

· For some it’s expressing obedience in Christ in baptism
· For others it’s church membership

· For some it’s seeking God for a greater fullness of the Spirit

· For some it’s committing yourself to prayer and bible study in a new way

· For others it’s getting involved in some new ministry

· For some it means a recommitment to Jesus

· It may be making a break with some destructive habit or sin

· It may mean a new job

However, this is to work out I believe God is telling us to go on to the next stage of spiritual growth.
What has God called you to do and will you do it?

Mark 3:13-19

13 Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and they came to him. 14 He appointed twelve—designating them apostles—that they might be with him and that he might send them out to preach 15 and to have authority to drive out demons. 16 These are the twelve he appointed: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter 17 James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he gave the name Boanerges, which means Sons of Thunder 18 Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot 19 and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.
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