A Call to Prayer and Personal Revival
Reading: 1 Samuel 7

Verse 1

So the men of Kiriath Jearim came and took up the ark of the LORD. They took it to Abinadab's house on the hill and consecrated Eleazar his son to guard the ark of the LORD.

The background to the story is the loss of the Ark of the Covenant which signified the presence of God in battle to the Philistines. It was a time when the glory of God had departed from the people of God.

Leading up to this, we are told: “in those days the word of the Lord was rare; there were not many visions” (1 Samuel 3:1). We are at the end of the Judges period and the biblical comment on this period was “everyone did as he saw fit” (Judges 21:25).

The people of God were in a desperate plight – they had lost the presence of the Lord, the glory of the Lord and the word of the Lord. It was a period of humiliation and defeat at the hands of their enemies – the Philistines.

Yet, in all of this, God in his grace was at work. He started speaking through a young boy – Samuel. He troubled Israel’s enemies by breaking their idol Dagon, inflicting them with tumours and sending a plague of rats. And He returned the Ark to Israel.
It was a period of time when spirituality – personal and national - was at a low point. We live in a period of time where the church of Jesus Christ in this land has been suffering. We need revival – both personally, as a church, and nationally.

There are a number of revivals recorded in the Old Testament – in the times of Moses, Samuel, Elijah, Asa, Jehosophat, Hezekiah, Josiah, Zerubbabel and Ezra/Nehemiah. These were times of personal as well as national revival. Wilbur Smith lists nine characteristics of the great revivals of the Old Testament.

· They were preceded by a time of deep spiritual decline and despair.

· They began in the heart of one of God’s servants, who then became the instrument in God’s hands to stir up the sleeping consciences of God’s people.

· They involved a new and powerful proclamation of the Word of God.

· They were marked by a return to the genuine worship of Yahweh.

· There was the destruction of every idol that blocked the rightful acknowledgement of Yahweh as the only true and living God.

· There was a deep sense of sin and an overpowering desire on the behalf of God’s people to separate themselves from it and all sponsoring causes.

· A return to blood sacrifice

· The people experienced a new sense of unbounded joy and exuberant gladness.

· They were followed by a time of great productivity and prosperity.

We need to experience a revival in our faith and devotion today. Can God bring revival in our day? I believe he can. And the Scriptures give us understanding of the principles involved.  1 Samuel 7 instructs us in this matter. 
We must Commit Ourselves to the Lord (7:2-4)
Verse 2

It was a long time, twenty years in all, that the ark remained at Kiriath Jearim, and all the people of Israel mourned and sought after the LORD.

Twenty years of uninterrupted oppression by the Philistines had humbled God’s people. Misery had accomplished what blessing could not. Israel cried out to the Lord they had neglected.
We can be like this. What hardships have we had to endure in life because of our unwillingness to turn to God?

The revival began as many revivals begin - with mourning and seeking after the Lord. This is where all personal renewal begins. There is a burden of soul over our spiritual state.

When David Brainerd preached to the Indians in Susquehanna a revival broke out and men fell at his feet in anguish of soul. The woods were filled with the sound of a great mourning. O how we need this today.
the people of Israel mourned and sought after the LORD. There was a seeking after God. This involved a definite commitment to encounter God.

I wonder where we’re at today.

Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and break up your unploughed ground; for it is time to seek the LORD, until he comes and showers righteousness on you.
Hosea 10:12

It is time to issue a call to prayer and to seek God.

Verse 3

And Samuel said to the whole house of Israel, "If you are returning to the LORD with all your hearts, then rid yourselves of the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths and commit yourselves to the LORD and serve him only, and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines."

Throughout the period leading up to this time of revival, God had been speaking through the preaching of Samuel. Samuel’s preaching contained four emphases:

If you are returning to the LORD with all your heart. Any returning to the Lord must be wholehearted. Half-measures will not do. Such returning will be characterised by the following three points.
The Father, Jesus tells us in John 4, is looking for tose who will worship Him in spirit and in truth.

rid yourselves of the foreign gods. A wholehearted fellowship with the living God is incompatible with any and all competing loyalties. 
What foreign elements have entered our lives that will draw us away from true worship of God. The idols of our society are many.
commit yourselves to the LORD.  The NASB has “direct you hearts to the Lord”. A redirection of the heart is required. Dallas Willard talks of the renovation of the heart.
serve him only. We must be ready to serve the living and true God. What a privilege! Are we ready for God to challenge our motives for serving him. Are we serving the Lord – what is our devotion and commitment during the week looking like?
and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines. When we return to the Lord, He in turn will deliver us from our enemies. Some of us are waiting for the deliverance before we turn to God, before we commit ourselves fully to him. It doesn’t work like that.
Verse 4

So the Israelites put away their Baals and Ashtoreths, and served the LORD only.

The people acted decisively and put away their false gods. They gave their lives to the pure service of Yahweh. This is commitment. This is service. This is true devotion. Hallelujah!
We must Confess our Sins and Pray to the Lord (7:5-9)

Verse 5
Then Samuel said, "Assemble all Israel at Mizpah and I will intercede with the LORD for you."

When the time was right, Samuel the prophet called for a national assembly. It was time for prayer. There can be no real, lasting work of God in revival without a genuine work of intercession on behalf of the people of God.
A call to unite before the Lord when we have times in prayer

In the first week of September we are having another week of prayer leading up to a Friday night revival prayer meeting. Our last revival prayer meeting was in response to Kingsley Appuyegei’s call to prayer on August 4th. There were only five of us. Yet, the week Sunday following we had 50-60 new people in the church.
I will intercede with the LORD for you. Samuel’s priority was prayer. This is the priority of Christian leaders. This is to be my priority. And under the New Covenant dispensation where all believers are priests prayer must be a priority. 

We must prioritise the prayer meeting. We must prioritise praying for people. But also we must prioritise praying for people. I would appreciate it if those interested in being part of a prayer ministry team would talk to me about it.
We need to be able to intercede for people. We need to be able to pray with them. More and more we will be praying for people with deep spiritual, emotional and material needs. Are we ready for the prayer challenge?

Incidentally, Kingsley will be visiting us on Sunday 7th March.

Verse 6

When they had assembled at Mizpah, they drew water and poured it out before the LORD. On that day they fasted and there they confessed, "We have sinned against the LORD." And Samuel was leader of Israel at Mizpah.
they drew water and poured it out before the LORD. There is no parallel to this act in the Old Testament. The symbolism may be the giving of lives to the Lord that cannot be taken back. 
Are we ready for 100%, 24-7 commitment? 

they fasted. They got serious with God. It may be that we need to consider fasting as a regular part of our Christian lives, of our church lives.
they confessed.  It was necessary to acknowledge their sin. Sometimes our sins don’t just affect our relationship with God. They affect all his people. Hence the need of public confession.
These people were serious about following God. How about us? Are we ready to give Christ our total devotion?
Verse 7

When the Philistines heard that Israel had assembled at Mizpah, the rulers of the Philistines came up to attack them. And when the Israelites heard of it, they were afraid because of the Philistines.
When God’s people unite in prayer, then the enemy takes note and begins his attack.
Spiritual warfare is real. We need to face up to this. George Verwer talks about the fiery darts that the enemy throws at us - depression, discouragement, immorality and so on.
When we face such onslaught then fear can be one of the results. But God’s Sprit is not one of fear but of love, power and a sound mind.
Verse 8

They said to Samuel, "Do not stop crying out to the LORD our God for us, that he may rescue us from the hand of the Philistines."
A recognition that prayer is effective. And, it seems, the prayer of leaders is especially effective.

Verse 9

Then Samuel took a suckling lamb and offered it up as a whole burnt offering to the LORD. He cried out to the LORD on Israel's behalf, and the LORD answered him.

Effective prayer involves sacrifice. The Lord Jesus sacrificed his life to bring us salvation. Now we are called to be living sacrifices engaging in prayer and spiritual warfare.
God is a God who answers prayer.

We must Count on God’s Help and Act Boldly (7:10-13)

Verse 10
While Samuel was sacrificing the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to engage Israel in battle. But that day the LORD thundered with loud thunder against the Philistines and threw them into such a panic that they were routed before the Israelites.

God answered prayer when the Israelites decided to confess their sin and serve Him only. In this case, He dramatically intervened with thunder (lit. voice) from heaven. God had acted in similar in the past (Joshua 10:10) and now He does so again.

In times of revival, the saints of God have heard sounds from heaven. This was what happened in Canada during a revival among the Inuits.

Cf. Let God arise and his enemies be scattered.

Verse 11

The men of Israel rushed out of Mizpah and pursued the Philistines, slaughtering them along the way to a point below Beth Car.

As well as the act of God, there is also the human involvement and God’s people were called to act in response.
Maybe there are things God is calling you to do. Maybe there are things that need to go so you can serve God more fully. God maybe calling us to get involved in his kingdom purposes, to put our energies into serving him in a particular ministry. Dedication leads to Activation!

Verse 12

Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen. He named it Ebenezer, saying, "Thus far has the LORD helped us."
Because we are all prone to forget those times when we were in deep trouble and how God rescued us so wonderfully, it is altogether appropriate that we set up memorials to aid our frail memories. 
Samuel set up a stone and named it Ebenezer, meaning “stone of help”. God had helped them when they no more deserved to be helped than we often deserve. But it was also meant to be an encouragement for the new trials of tomorrow.

The words Samuel uttered were, “Thus far the Lord helped us”. Through our tears, sorrows, victories and joys God is with his people. 
The hymn-writer captured the idea in these words:
Here I raise my Ebenezer;
Here by Thy great help I’ve come;
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.

Verse 13

So the Philistines were subdued and did not invade Israelite territory again. Throughout Samuel's lifetime, the hand of the LORD was against the Philistines.
The results were long-standing.  Throughout the remainder of Samuel’s life, the Philistines were unsuccessful in their attempts to invade Israel.

Who could miss the connection between the people’s request that Samuel should never cease to pray for them and the victories over the Philistines?

We must Claim back what was Lost

Verse 14
The towns from Ekron to Gath that the Philistines had captured from Israel were restored to her, and Israel delivered the neighbouring territory from the power of the Philistines. And there was peace between Israel and the Amorites.

Spiritual renewal leads to spiritual recovery. David at Ziklag – “David recovered all”. Some of us may have suffered loss because of our back-sliding. It is time for recovery.
Verse 15
Samuel continued as judge over Israel all the days of his life.

Samuel continued serving the Lord throughout his whole life. Age is not a barrier. 
Verse 16

From year to year he went on a circuit from Bethel to Gilgal to Mizpah, judging Israel in all those places.

He served in the routine as well as the crisis or high point. This is something we must all learn.
Verse 17

But he always went back to Ramah, where his home was, and there he also judged Israel. And he built an altar there to the LORD.

He was serving God. But he also ensured he worshipped God. 
Oswald Chambers said the greatest enemy of devotion to God is service for Him. Conversely, there are those who fail to be true worshippers because they fail to be servant-hearted.

Conclusion
We have a call to prayer and to personal renewal. It involves:

· Committing ourselves to the Lord

· Confessing our Sins and Praying to God

· Counting on God’s Help and Acting Boldly

· Claiming back what was lost
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