Slaves of Christ
Reading: 1 Peter 2:18-25

In response to all the great things, God has done in our lives, Christians are, in the words of Peter, to

Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.

1 Peter 2:12

Peter identifies 4 crucial areas where Christian witness shines through – relationship to the state, slavery (and today its nearest equivalent – employment), family, and response to suffering. There may be other areas, but these are the areas the apostle identifies. Our words are matched with deeds without which our witness is not credible.

The Bible gives practical advice for daily living. How does the Bible impact our world?
1. Conduct of Slaves

Verse 18

18 Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh.
Submission with respect

Submission is a military term denoting acceptance of authority and willing obedience  and, for Christians, such submission is to apply to a range of relationship – primarily to God, but also to leaders in the church, to other Christians and to the social and family structures outlined by the apostle.
There is a recognition that social, political, family, and church authority is given under God’s sovereign control. Hence in our submission there should be respect or, more literally, fear lest we incur displeasure.
Much of what I said previously applies, particularly, obedience without sin.

Slavery in Roman Society

The word translated slave in the NIV is not  but  or servant. Not too much significance should be drawn from this as Paul uses the other word in Eph 6:5 which essentially covers similar material.

It is important to recognise that in the first century when the New Testament was written, slavery was part of the fabric of society. 

Although some slaves were treated badly, most people in slavery were treated well; they had been born into the house of their owner and had been trained to perform important domestic, industrial, business, or public tasks. Not only were they unskilled labourers but also slaves were often managers, overseers, and even trained professionals - doctors, nurses, teachers, musicians, skilled artisans and so on. 
There was extensive Roman legislation regulating the treatment of slaves. They were normally paid for their services and could expect eventually to purchase their freedom.

The picture of slavery we have from 19th century America gives a far worse picture than for most of the society for which Peter was writing.
However, slaves were not free people. They had no choice in their service. Historically, slaves had been acquired through the various Roman wars or kidnapping from foreign lands. They were slaves as the result of social injustice.

Does the New Testament’s Silence on the Matter of Slavery endorse Social Injustice?

No it doesn’t. But it is important to remember that the abolition of slavery was the outworking of 1800 years of Christ’s teaching permeating society.

To have said anything else would either result in revolt or Christianity suppressed for sedition. The time had not come for tackling the slavery issue.

The Gospel of is more important even Social Issues, but is actually the means of transforming hearts and minds, and eventually society.

Nearest application today – Employees in work
Although there is no exact parallel today for the position of most Roman slavery, it was the most common kind of employee-employer relationship in the ancient world. It encompassed a broad range of functional and economic freedom. Consequently, the application today of Peter’s directive to slaves is to the world of employment.
Although we have a greater degree of choice, most people of employment age are obliged to work. And in that sense we are not free people.
This means that in work, the Christian response is submission and respect – in other words – attitude.
What is our attitude to our superiors in work? 

Immaterial whether masters are good or bad, considerate or harsh

The Christian slave was to be submissive and respectful regardless of the master’s character.

Who are we working for really? As Christians, we are to work as if Jesus is our employer.
The apostle Paul writes these words to the church at Ephesus,

5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. 6 Obey them not only to win their favour when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, 8because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free.
Ephesians 6:5-7

Just as Christian slaves were to view themselves as Christ’s slaves, so today Christian employees are to view themselves in Christ’s employment.

Christianity is a 24-7 commitment. Our Christianity is to be worked out in the workplace, the shop-floor, in the classroom, wherever.

Our responses at work should be ones of grace and love even if the boss is a tyrant. Our language should reflect our Christian commitment.

Our work should reflect diligence.

The only caveat is that we should always be righteous. This means we don’t lie, we don’t steal, we don’t, treat others badly even if we are told to. We need to respectfully saw on occasion, “I can’t do that”.
This can be the real area of conflict for the Christian.

The Christian as Christ’s Slave

The Bible teaches that Christians are slaves of Christ. He is the master; we are the servants. We are called to be obedient servants. 

Writing to the believers in Corinth, the apostle Paul puts it this way,

21 Were you a slave when you were called? Don't let it trouble you—although if you can gain your freedom, do so. 22 For he who was a slave when he was called by the Lord is the Lord's freedman; similarly, he who was a free man when he was called is Christ's slave. 23 You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men.
1 Cor 7:21-23

Whether we’re slaves or free, our lives must be lived totally for God.
2. Call to Suffer

Verses 19, 20
19 For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God. 20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21
Response to unjust suffering

When unjust suffering comes our way, the natural human tendency is to react – often in an ungodly manner.

Anger, indignation, self-pity, self-justification are all responses that come up.

The apostle tells us that if we have a trusting awareness of God’s presence and never-failing care through the sorrow and grief of unjust treatment, then this pleases God.
Consciousness of God
But a consciousness of God’s presence in our lives isn’t something that just happens. It’s the fruit of a whole way of living in obedience to Christ. It’s based on a daily relationship with Jesus.
How do we develop a consciousness of God. It’s based on the basic principles and practices of the Christian life – bible, prayer, fellowship, witness and Spirit fullness.. See the leaflet.
We bring some suffering on ourselves

Shoddy workmanship, less than complete honesty, unchristlike attitudes, and so. This can sometimes get us in trouble. Peter says this is no credit to us whatsoever.
Christ’s Example

Verse 21

21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.
In suffering, we have Christ’s Example. Although Peter’s specific focus is on slaves, the principle of suffering applies to all in submissive relationships to higher authority. And so, although introduced in the context of slaves, the application is to all Christians.
The apostle Paul, writing to Timothy states,

In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted

2 Tim 3:12
As Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “When Christ calls a man he bids him come and die.” As disciples of Jesus we need to follow the master on the road of suffering.
Verses 22,23
22 "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth." 23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.
Christ’s response to unjust suffering was without sin – no guile, no retaliation, no threats. Rather trust in God.
Being a Christian is hard and tough. Whether we’re in difficult work or family situations, or or just facing persecution because of our Christian testimony and stand for righteousness, our responses must be ones of grace and trust in God.
This doesn’t mean we don’t speak truth, but in all these things our attitude is one of grace. In this we follow Jesus who was “full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).

How can we endure suffering? Again, from the example of Jesus, we see the need to entrust ourselves to God.

3. Cost of Salvation
him who judges justly. A reference to the justice of God.

When Jesus suffered and died he had committed no sin. And he died knowing that God would right all wrongs. This is essential to the Christian understanding of God’s righteousness. But what justice was there in the death of Christ?

The trial was on trumped up charges, there were legal irregularities, Pilate bowed to public pressure – justice was not served that day.
We look to the next verse for the answer.

Verse 24

24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.
Peter’s reference to the suffering of Christ is a springboard for atonement theology.

When Jesus Christ died on the cross nearly 2,000 years ago he carried our sins. This means that God the Father treated Christ as if he had committed all our sins. 

Writing to believers in Corinth, the apostle Paul sated,

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

2 Cor 5:21

And so in answer to the question, how can a man or woman become righteous in God’s sight when we have committed so many sins, the answer is found in the words of the old song sung by Johnny Cash

Long ago  (down on my knees)
Long ago  (I setted it all)
Yes, the old account was settled long ago;  (Hallelujah!)
And the record's clear today,
For He washed my sins away,
When the old account was settled long ago.
Peter uses the word tree rather than cross. It seems he wants to draw our attention to the curse imagery associated with the judicial punishment for sin found in Deuteronomy 21:23.

22 If a man guilty of a capital offence is put to death and his body is hung on a tree, 23 you must not leave his body on the tree overnight. Be sure to bury him that same day, because anyone who is hung on a tree is under God's curse.
This is a theme developed by the apostle Paul in his letter to the Galatians.

13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree." 14 He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.
Jesus Christ died on the cross for us. He was a sacrifice on our behalf. He satisfied God’s righteous anger against sin. He redeemed us from the curse of the law. He broke our greater slavery to sin. Hallelujah!
This teaching of Jesus Christ bearing our sins on Calvary is called penal substitution. It’s incredibly important we grasp what it means.

It’s vitally important that we appropriate this in our lives. We do this by repentance, faith and obedience to God expressed in baptism. The result is a new way of living where we die to sin and live to righteousness.
This is where this teaching on godly submission comes in. It’s part of our normal Christian life.

by his wounds you have been healed. Jesus Christ’s punishment as a substitute for us has made us spiritually, morally, and, in some cases, physically well. Hallelujah! Do we know this as an experiential reality?

The outcome of Christ’s death – restored relationship with God

Verse 25

25 For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
Our past lives may be compared to that of straying sheep. But, at conversion, we have returned to Christ the Shepherd. He still calls men and women to follow him and be his disciples.
He is also the Guardian who watches over our actions, protects us and expects lives of righteousness.

Conclusion

As Christians we are all slaves of Christ. We are called to live lives of submission and respect. Those of us who find ourselves in employee-employer situations have the opportunity of following Christ’s example in a real world situation. We need a consciousness of God in this. 

Christians are called to suffer for their faith. Sometimes this occurs in work situations. But we have the comfort of knowing that God is righteous and our suffering can be used for his glory, just as Jesus’ suffering brought salvation to a lost and needy world. 
And, importantly, we need to be sure that we Christians knowing the wonderful salvation and forgiveness that Christ has purchased for us.

1 Peter 2:18-25
18 Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. 19 For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God. 20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 
22 "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth." 23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
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