Responding to Christ
Tonight I want to tell you the stories of three people who came to Jesus. To help us remember them, I call them the Nice Guy, the Needy Guy, and the Nasty Guy.

Tale 1 – The Nice Guy (Luke 18:18-30)

Each of the Gospels tells us something different about him. He was rich. He was young. He was a ruler. And he was a morally upright guy. He was the sort of guy you would want to marry your daughter. He had many good qualities. 

Verse 18
A certain ruler asked him, "Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 

He’s someone who is concerned for his spiritual life. But is very question betrays two things about him.

He is thoughtless in the way he refers to Jesus.

He thinks salvation is about what we do rather than who we are.

Verse 19

"Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good—except God alone.

First Jesus challenges him on why he calls him good. Does he have deep theological insight for a young Jew or is he woolly in thought?
Verse 20

You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honour your father and mother.'" 

The young man asked what he should do. Jesus answers along the same lines.

If he will not reflect on the implications of the goodness of God, perhaps he will reflect on the implications of the law. When a man reflects on seriously on the requirements of the law he is on his way to coming to Christ.
Verse 21
"All these I have kept since I was a boy," he said. 

The young man is sure he has kept the commandments since he was a boy. He isn’t lying – he’s superficial.

The tragedy is that many people today are superficial when it comes to spiritual matters.

Verse 22

When Jesus heard this, he said to him, "You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 

Mark tells us at this point that Jesus looked at him and loved him. The young man had not reflected on God’s goodness nor had he measured himself against God’s standards.

Jesus issues a challenge to show the young man how far short he was of being ready to be a disciple of Jesus and thus inherit eternal life.

Verse 23

When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was a man of great wealth.

When he was faced with the choice he found that he could not serve God by parting with his money. God did not have the first place in his heart.
Mark tells us the young man went away sad.

Verse 24
Jesus looked at him and said, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!

Jesus uses the example of the young man to point out that it is hard for the rich to enter the kingdom of heaven.

Verse 25
Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 

Jesus uses a humorous illustration to drive the point home.

What about us at this point? What prevents us from becoming followers of Jesus?
Verse 26

Those who heard this asked, "Who then can be saved?"
Jesus overturns popular views of the relationship of piety and wealth.

Verse 27

 Jesus replied, "What is impossible with men is possible with God." 

Salvation is not about what we do. It’s about what God does. Salvation is about trusting in Christ not good works.

Verse 28

 Peter said to him, "We have left all we had to follow you!" 

What about those who do give up everything to follow Jesus.
Verse 29-30

 "I tell you the truth," Jesus said to them, "no one who has left home or wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God will fail to receive many times as much in this age and, in the age to come, eternal life."

There are rewards both in this life and the next for those who follow Jesus. 
Talk 2 – The Needy Guy (Luke 18:35-43)
Verse 35
As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging.
We now come to the needy guy – a blind beggar. From Mark’s Gospel we know his name is Bartimeus. 
Verses 36-37
When he heard the crowd going by, he asked what was happening. They told him, "Jesus of Nazareth is passing by." 

I’m reminded of the hymn by Fanny Crosby.
	Is there a heart that is waiting,
Longing for pardon today?
Hear the glad message proclaiming,
Jesus is passing this way.
	Is there a heart that has wandered?
Come with thy burden today;
Mercy is tenderly pleading,
Jesus is passing this way.


I wonder if there’s anyone in this category today. You’re desperate and you need a touch from Jesus. Like the woman with the issue of blood you need to reach out and touch him.
Verse 38
He called out, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" 

He did the most sensible thing he’d done in his life. He cried out to Jesus for help.

Verse 39

Those who led the way rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" 

There are discouragements and discouragers, but he stuck with it and shouted all the more.

Verses 40-41
Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him. When he came near, Jesus asked him, "What do you want me to do for you?" "Lord, I want to see," he replied. 

He got into dialogue with Jesus. What a privilege we have. When we’re saved we can enter into dialogue with Jesus. It’s called prayer. Hallelujah!

Verses 42-43

Jesus said to him, "Receive your sight; your faith has healed you." Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw it, they also praised God.

I do not understand why some are healed and others not. But what I do know is that there are blessings for those who call out to Jesus for help and will not give up.
Talk  – The Nasty Guy (Luke 18:35-43)

Verse 1
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through.

We now come to the final fellow. Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. In a few weeks he would be crucified. But there was a divine appointment awaiting him in Jericho.

Verse 2

A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy.

There was a rich man who had gained his wealth by dubious means. He was a chief tax collector. That meant he was managing a franchise from the Romans to collect taxes.

He would be regarded in a similar way to how the French regarded collaborators during World War II. He was collaborating in a big way and had made lots of money.
His name means “pure” or “righteous”. He certainly had not lived up to family expectations. He needed an encounter with Jesus.

Verse 3

He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd.

He was being drawn to Jesus - he wanted to see Jesus. Was it merely because of curiosity? Or was there something about what he heard of Jesus that awakened longing in his soul? The Philosopher Pascal spoke of the God-shaped hole in the human heart.

Maybe you’re here because you’re being attracted to Jesus, you feel an aching inside that only Jesus can fill.
Whatever was going on in Zachaeus’ mind, God was drawing to Jesus. At another point in his ministry, Jesus had addressed his followers and said,
"No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day.

John 6:44
God was at work in Zachaeus’s life. In John 5:19, Jesus said,
Jesus gave them this answer: "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.

Is God drawing you tonight? Is there a work of the Spirit being done in your heart?
Maybe there are some obstacles to you coming to Christ tonight – health, family, etc.. 

Verse 4

So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.

There were obstacles in the way, but Zachaeus was willing to overcome them.
People generally do what they want to do. We can only chase people so much.

Overcome the obstacle to devotion to Christ.
Verse 5

When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today."

Jesus knows us by name. He knows all about us. That day Jesus knew that God had his hand on that man.

And Jesus gives him an invitation. “Open your home to me. Open your heart to me. Open your life to me.”
Maybe Jesus is saying the same to you today.

To the church in Laodicea, Jesus addresses these words,

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.

Rev 3:20

Is Jesus knocking on the door of your heart tonight?

Verse 6

So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly.

What a response! Someone invites himself to our place for tea. Some people would be indignant – what cheek!

Will we, like Zachaeus, gladly welcome Jesus into our lives? Yes? No? With limits?
Verse 7

 All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the guest of a 'sinner.'"

People get offended at Jesus. They don’t like where he goes, what he does, who he associates with.
In the eyes of the crowd Jesus was associating with the wrong sort.

Today, there are those who want to keep certain types of people away from Jesus, away from church. If this sort of person comes to my church, it won’t be the nice cosy little fellowship it used to be.

Let’s remember that Jesus is Lord of the church and he has the right to bring here whoever he wants.

The parable of the prodigal son highlight the truth that we can be lost apart from the Father’s house or within it. Jesus challenges us to share the father’s heart for the lost and not the elder brother’s.
Whoever you are Jesus wants you to welcome him into your life, to help you with your problems, to help you make the most of the rest of your lives.

Verse 8

But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount."
What is Zachaeus’ response? It’s quite amazing.
He’s repented. He’s changed direction. His encounter with Jesus results in him a complete turnaround.

For some, the gospel implications need to be spelt out. Not for this man.

This is to be contrasted with the response of the rich ruler. When Jesus told him to sell his possessions, give to the poor and follow him, the response was one of walking away sad. The cost was too great.

But this man is different. I don’t know the economics of it, but he’s going to be a lot poorer. He may change his job. But he’s found something worth more than all of this..

Verse 9

Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham.
Jesus’ verdict is that Zachaeus had got saved. God had intervened in his life.

One of the marks of God’s grace on a person’s life is freedom from the love of money. 

A great spiritual miracle had taken place. 

Zachaeus has now joined those who are spiritual sons of Abraham.

Verse 10

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."

Here we have Jesus concisely stating the purpose of his coming to earth – “to seek and to save what was lost”.
If you’re lost tonight, without hope and without God, then Jesus is for you.
Conclusion
These three stories challenge us on our response to Jesus. We can be the nicest guys in the world, but unless we recognise that this doesn’t carry favour with God we are lost.

Maybe you’re in great need tonight. Talk to Jesus about it. See what he will do.

Maybe you’ve not fulfilled expectations. Lots of money but empty inside. Jesus is for you tonight. Open up the door of your heart to him right now.
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