Rescued from the Dominion of Darkness
For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
Colossians 1:13-14

Introduction
The rescue of 80 Israeli hostages from Entebbe airport in 1976 must be one of the great rescue operations of the twentieth century. It involves rescuing prisoners in one country, relocating them to another and then releasing them. In this it parallels Paul’s description of our salvation found in Colossians 1:13-14. 
False teachers at Colossae were saying Christ’s death on the cross was not enough.  These claimed that secret rites, untapped mysteries, and hidden knowledge were necessary for salvation.  Paul has none of it. He reminds the church of who Christ is and what he had done on behalf of all who would believe. 
Rescued from the Dominion of Darkness

Our human plight is one of bondage to sin, law, and devil. Christ’s death on the cross was for our deliverance. We are rescued from:

· A realm of control

· A condition of darkness

A Realm of Control

We were once under the devil’s authority. If you are not a Christian then you still are.

From the time of his conversion Paul was called to proclaim a message of release.
17I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them 18to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.'
Acts 26:17, 18

Satan’s influence is active and pervasive.
1As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.

Ephesians 2:1-3
It blinds the mind of the unbeliever.

3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

2 Corinthians 4:3-4
A Condition of Darkness

The dominion (rule, active authority) of Satan is characterized by “darkness” which is a metaphor for the human condition - spiritual and moral - dominated by sin.  
Jesus describes the realm of evil in this way.  In John 8:12, he is recorded as saying:  "I am the Light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the light of life."  
John 3:19-21 describes both a life without God and the world without God.  
19This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God."

Darkness is the antithesis of everything good, holy, right, just, pure, stable, and peaceful.  It pictures chaos (as in the creation account), instability, a life of sin. 
But, hallelujah, by God’s grace there is a rescue plan in operation. Hebrews 2:14-15 describes how this works.
14Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.
Long my imprisoned spirit lay,

fast bound in sin and nature's night;

Thine eye diffused a quickening ray,

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;

My chains fell off, my heart was free,

I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 

Relocated into the Kingdom of Jesus

We become new people. We become subjects of a new kingdom – the kingdom of Christ and God. This is characterised by righteousness, peace and joy.
We are under the active rule of Christ. Our citizenship is in heaven. We are living in the realm of the Spirit. We need no longer be subject to the demands of the old tyrant.
Redeemed or Set Free

We are set free. This is why Jesus came. In Luke 4, he clearly states his mission.
18"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, 19to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour."
He sets us free from the penalty of sin and the power of sin. This is full salvation.

Look to Christ and be saved! Live in the wonder of His glorious person and work. Then we can truly enjoy the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light.
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