Renewal in Worship

Reading: 2 Chronicles 15 & John 2:12-25
II Chronicles describes five periods of spiritual renewal under kings Asa, Jehosophat, Joash, Hezekiah and Josiah. Asa’s reforms speak powerfully of the need for pure religion and Spirit-filled worship and tie in with Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple.

Reformation Leads to Revival

Asa started his reign with a number of reforms and strengthened the nation. Reform begins when God’s Word is the basis for action, thinking and living. The people were commanded to observe the law of God, and an active campaign against idolatry was instituted. As a church we need to encourage biblical living and scriptural practices.
Reform continued for 15 years before revival came. During this period, Asa actively pursued what was good and right in the sight of God. The verdict of Kings is “Asa did right in the eyes of the Lord, as his father David had done” (1 Kings 15:11). He sought the Lord and “commanded Judah to seek the Lord the God of their fathers, and to obey his laws and commands” (2 Chron 14:4). As a result, the people eventually caught on and “sought God eagerly, and [God] was found by them” (2 Chron 15:15). 
Seeking God in the reign of Asa had three results:

· There was a period of peace (14:2-7)

· They prevailed against their foes (14:9-15)

· They experienced the presence of God (15:15)

A military threat caused Asa to call on God and rely on him for help. After the defeat of his enemies God spoke to Asa and this gave impetus to an Old Testament revival.
Verse 1

The Spirit of God came upon Azariah son of Oded.

Renewal starts with the Spirit of God. He inspires the prophetic ministry that resulted in deeper spiritual renewal.

Verse 2

He went out to meet Asa and said to him, "Listen to me, Asa and all Judah and Benjamin. The LORD is with you when you are with him. If you seek him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will forsake you.

God addresses real people in real situations with specific message. In this case it was king Asa.
The prophetic word starts with a general principle. It consists of two parts and applies to us today.

The LORD is with you when you are with him.
The principle of spiritual prosperity. This is an encouragement to the possibility of experiencing God’s presence afresh and anew in our lives.
If you seek him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will forsake you.
Seeking God is longing for fellowship with God and devoting ourselves to knowing his presence and experiencing hid power in our lives. Seeking God is a theme of  I and II Chronicles. It occurs 29 times and nine of these relate to the time of Asa 9 times.

Seeking God involves:
· Voluntarily and wholeheartedly turning to God

· An inner attitude of devotion to serve Him

· A decision to turn away from all evil

· A decision to fulfil his will

· A commitment to go to Him in fervent prayer

It is time to seek the Lord with a new sense of hunger and thirst for righteousness. Jer 29:13 says, You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.

Kaiser: “Every other ambition, feeling, longing and urge has to be set aside in favour of searching for the Living God if we have any hopes of being found by him.”
Verse 3
For a long time Israel was without the true God, without a priest to teach and without the law.
To underline the need to seek God, the prophet spells out the price of ungodliness. He does this through a historical summary reminding the people of the Judges period and applying it to the present. They needed to reflect on the cost of spiritual decline. 
If we don’t seek God we are in fact without the true God. I wonder how much of our lives are lived without God.

The period of Judges was a time when there was no one to teach the law and the word of God was rarely heard. The people had no direction to walk in.

For us, the price of refusing to be renewed by the Spirit of God is very high.

Verse 4

But in their distress they turned to the LORD, the God of Israel, and sought him, and he was found by them. 
In the spiritual darkness of the past the nation turned to God. They sought God and found him. The Judges period was one of backsliding, reversal, seeking God, finding him and (at least partial) restoration.

Biblical and church history is meant to encourage us to seek God.

Verses 5-6

5In those days it was not safe to travel about, for all the inhabitants of the lands were in great turmoil. 6One nation was being crushed by another and one city by another, because God was troubling them with every kind of distress.
These verses emphasise the state of the nation when they turned their back on God and shows that their reversal had their origin with God himself.

If we don’t seek God our lives are unsafe. How true is this in our own day and age when we seem to fall into one crisis after another.

Verse 7

But as for you, be strong and do not give up, for your work will be rewarded."

The prophet’s message concludes with a specific message directed to the king as leader of God’s people. The message is one of personal encouragement, specific instruction, and promise of future blessing.

We see the power of the prophetic in action. It led to further restoration of the nation’s worship and spiritual life. How we need the prophetic ministry in our lives and church.

Verse 8

When Asa heard these words and the prophecy of Azariah son of Oded the prophet, he took courage. He removed the detestable idols from the whole land of Judah and Benjamin and from the towns he had captured in the hills of Ephraim. He repaired the altar of the LORD that was in front of the portico of the LORD's temple.

Asa was personally encouraged by this word from God. He took courage. He was emboldened in the course of action he was to pursue. The reform continued. There were a number of factors to this.
He removed the detestable idols from the whole land. John at the end of his first letter tells us to flee from idolatry. Are there any detestable idols in our lives?
He repaired the altar of the LORD.  He restored worship.

Verse 9

Then he assembled all Judah and Benjamin and the people from Ephraim, Manasseh and Simeon who had settled among them, for large numbers had come over to him from Israel when they saw that the LORD his God was with him.

he assembled all Judah and Benjamin. Asa brought the people of God together to seek the Lord.
they saw that the LORD his God was with him. In the things that he did God was with Asa. He was a man of heart, a man of passion.

With the coming of Christ into the world – Emmanuel, God with us – we too should have that same heart and experience.

If we want to see people join us then the key is experiencing the presence of God. People migrated south because of the presence of God in Judah. How we need this experience of God here.

Verse 10

They assembled at Jerusalem in the third month of the fifteenth year of Asa's reign.

It was time for decisive action.  It was time for covenant and seeking God afresh.
The words of Psalm 24:6 applied: “Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek your face, O God of Jacob”.

Verse 11

At that time they sacrificed to the LORD seven hundred head of cattle and seven thousand sheep and goats from the plunder they had brought back.

There is no true revival of religion without sacrifice – the dealing of human sin. 
As New Covenant believers we rest in the assurance that Christ’s death is the sufficient sacrifice for our sins. Further, the cost of revival involves sacrifice on our part. This is something that does not rest so easily in our day. 
Verse 12

They entered into a covenant to seek the LORD, the God of their fathers, with all their heart and soul.

There was covenant renewal – a solemn pledge to seek the Lord. We are reminded of the pledges we made in own covenant renewal service a few weeks ago.

It is interesting that the covenant was to seek the Lord, the God of their fathers. The God they were seeking was the same God who had revealed himself to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David and Solomon. 
The God we worship is the God of the Bible not a god of our own making.

with all their heart and soul. What a wonderful reminder that our devotion is to be wholehearted.
Verse 13

All who would not seek the LORD, the God of Israel, were to be put to death, whether small or great, man or woman.

In today’s culture, this verse strikes a jarring note. However, viewed in the context of Israel’s calling as the people of God it becomes more understandable.

It is relevant in our own situation as the church of the living God. Ultimately, those who don’t have a heart for God and come with other agendas have no place here.

This deovetails with Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple in Jerusalem.

Verse 14

They took an oath to the LORD with loud acclamation, with shouting and with trumpets and horns.

This was serious stuff. They were committing themselves to seek the Lord.

Do we seek the face of the Lord during the week? Do we read the Scriptures during the week?

Verse 15

All Judah rejoiced about the oath because they had sworn it wholeheartedly. They sought God eagerly, and he was found by them. So the LORD gave them rest on every side.

The nation returned to God. They did so wholeheartedly. They sought God and found him. This is revival.

God blessed them. As well as a time of spiritual renewal, this was a time of peace, a time of rest, a time when the nation was aware of God’s presence among them.

Verse 16

King Asa also deposed his grandmother Maacah from her position as queen mother, because she had made a repulsive Asherah pole. Asa cut the pole down, broke it up and burned it in the Kidron Valley.

This was not a time for personal favouritism. Even those among the king’s family who would not yield to the true God were brought to task. Leaders who engage in pagan practices are to be removed. Freemasonry is an example.
Verse 17

Although he did not remove the high places from Israel, Asa's heart was fully committed to the LORD all his life.

The overall comment on Asa was that his heart was fully committed to the Lord. I wonder where we in this regard. There was, however, a sad end to his reign which is recorded in the next chapter. He failed to rely on the Lord later in his life. He robbed the temple of God for political reasons and reacted to prophetic rebuke:
· He imprisoned the prophet

· He oppressed some people

· Didn’t seek the Lord’s help

A sad end to a glorious reign.

Verses 18-19
He brought into the temple of God the silver and gold and the articles that he and his father had dedicated. There was no more war until the thirty-fifth year of Asa's reign.

Conclusion
2 Chron 14-16 encourages us. The words of the prophet Hanani are for us today.

… the eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him.
Come near to God and he will come near to you.

James 4:8

As a church, it is time to seek the Lord.

Summary

Reformation preceding Revival

Prophetic Intervention


God is with us when we are with him


Seek God and he will be found


Price of Spiritual Decline


Be strong and don’t give up

Renewed Zeal

Removal of Idolatry

Repairing the Altar

Renewing the Covenant

Revival 

A Sad End
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