Radical Missionary Discipleship
Reading: Mark 9:33-50

Jesus calls men and women to follow him. He did so 2000 years ago. He does so today. But what sort of lives does he expect us to lead?

The NBA assembly last autumn had as its theme Radical Missionary Discipleship. Such kingdom living or discipleship involves a reversal of values from those generally accepted in 21st century Britain. 

The Gospels describe Jesus’ apprenticeship model of training his disciples. Let’s look at aspects of Jesus’ fast track training for potential church leaders that we find as Mark’s Gospel begins to focus on the final journey towards Jerusalem. 

The challenge for us today is do we have what it takes to be a disciple of Jesus.

Values of Discipleship - Servanthood

Verses 33-34

33They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, "What were you arguing about on the road?" 34But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest.
The disciples still didn’t get it. The values of the world still dominated their thinking. They wanted to be spiritual Muhammed Ali’s who could say “I am the greatest!”
Verse 35

Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, "If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all."
In order to get their attention, Jesus sat down and started to teach teach them. The first principle of being a radical missionary disciple is servanthood.

We are to follow the example of Jesus who washed his disciples feet.

This is a complete reversal of values.

Being a servant involves sacrificial discipleship. It can involve hard work, possibly without recognition.
Verses 36-37

36He took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking him in his arms, he said to them, 37"Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me."
Jesus illustrates the principle of servant-hood through the aid of a small child. He tells us that we should welcome those who have a low place in society – as did children in the Graeco-Roman world.

The principles of welcome and inclusion are integral to being servant-hearted missionary disciples.

Children and others who have a low place in society are welcome here. We welcome others as we welcome Christ. We are to be an inclusive community.
Every Disciple has a Role in the Church’s Mission
Verse 38

"Teacher," said John, "we saw a man driving out demons in your name and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us."
Someone was engaging in mission who was not part of the Twelve. In their eyes, he had not had the training, he was not part of the “in group”.
Verses 39-41
39"Do not stop him," Jesus said. "No one who does a miracle in my name can in the next moment say anything bad about me, 40for whoever is not against us is for us. 41I tell you the truth, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong to Christ will certainly not lose his reward.
Jesus sternly tells his followers not to hinder others. I want to encourage every Christian in their service of Jesus, in their calling in Christ.
I believe in “Every Baptist a Missionary”. You don’t have to have been to Bible College to witness for Jesus, to serve him, to win others to Christ, to pray etc.
The criteria for partnering in mission is not denominational affiliation or the degree of theological training; rather it is relationship with Jesus.

In these verses, we see that mission involves a range of activities from acts of mercy though to miracles and casting out of demons. Each is significant. Each has its reward.

Verse 42

"And if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied around his neck.
Jesus gives a warning against placing obstacles in the path of young enthusiastic disciples. They believe in Jesus and act in his name.

We consider the reaction to William Carey who went on to found the BMS..

The punishment was in fact meted out by the Romans on the followers of Judas the Galilean.

Demands of Discipleship and Removing Obstacles
Verses 43-47
43If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out. 45And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into hell. 47And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell,
Jesus calls his disciples to radical obedience. Every obstacle to discipleship must be removed. 

Although not meant to be taken literally, the meaning is clear – whatever stands between you and following Jesus wholeheartedly must go.

 The choice is stark – entering life, entering the kingdom of God or hell. There are no other options.
Hand, foot, eye. It was a Palestinian custom to refer to a specific member of the body responsible for an action. In the strongest of language, Jesus says all sinful activities must stop. All obstacles to following Jesus must go.
What are the obstacles to following Jesus in your life? – Sex, Drugs, Rock and Roll.
True Life and the Kingdom of God. What Jesus offers in return for turning our backs on sin (that is repentance) is new life in the kingdom of God.

The alternative to following Jesus is hell! The word used for hell is Gehenna – the rubbish heap. Different metaphors, but all describe a horrible end – outer darkness, lake of fire, place of wailing and gnashing of teeth.
Verse 48

where  " 'their worm does not die,  and the fire is not quenched.'
Hell is described in the words of Isaiah 66:24 as a punishment that continues endlessly. Be saved from a perverse generation.
There follow three sayings linked with salt.

The Hardships of Discipleship
Verse 49

Everyone will be salted with fire.  
In the Old Testament, the Temple sacrifices had to be accompanied by salt.
Salted with fire. This is probably a reference to the fiery trials which all of Jesus’ followers will have to experience. Such fire of purification will purge away everything contrary to God’s will.

The church suffered during the reign of Emperor Nero. 

All who follow Christ will suffer persecution.
Disciples of Jesus Bring Life to the World

Verses 50

"Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with each other."

Salt was used for preservation. The salt of Jesus’ day could be adulterated with impurities. When this happens it is useless.

Disciples of Jesus have a responsibility to people in a world which is subject to the judgement of God.  Jesus warns them that they-can lose the salt-like quality which can mean life for the world and in danger themselves.
We are to be a prophetic people.
Harmony and Unity among the Disciples of Jesus.

The gospel of life also produces the fruit of the spirit so we can be at peace with God and at peace with one another. We must live at peace with each other in Jesus’ name.
Conclusion
A challenge to be radical missionary disciples in a lost and dying world.

We need to be inspired by the words of Jesus.

We need to have the imagination that the creative God’s image-bearers are endowed with.

We need the perspiration to stick with it when the going gets tough

We need the dedication to see church and society transformed in Jesus’ name.

PAGE  
4

