Prepared to give the reason for the hope we have
Reading: 1 Peter 3:8-22

Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.







Verse 15
Hope is an essential feature of Christian experience and here Peter exhorts us always to be ready to share why we believe, why we have hope, why we are different.

Peter has already spoken about the hope we have as Christians in 1 Peter 1:3,4.

In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you …

Our hope is based on the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead and offers promise of eternal life – quantity and quality. The apostle Paul could likewise say in Romans 5:1-5.

2 … we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. …  5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.

The basis of our hope may be summed up as , Resurrection, Justification, and the Work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

And now Peter tells us always to be prepared to share about our hope in Jesus.

Verses 18-22 give content to the sort of responses we can make. They form a credal statement of Christian belief. In understanding be men. Peter gives us 6 points.
1. Christ’s death was for our sins - yours and mine. For, all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God [Romans 6:23].

Every single person on the face of the earth is a sinner. We are sinners by nature.

2. It was a substitutory death - the righteous for the unrighteous. Jesus died for us. He died for you, he died for me.

Because the sinless Saviour died, My sinful soul is counted free;

For God the Just is satisfied To look on Him, and pardon me.
Is this your experience? Is it mine? 

Christ’s death was sufficient for all time. The wrath of God against sin was satisfied. The rescue plan was completed.  No more sacrifice is needed. Calvary was sufficient to save humanity from the wrath of God. We  can now find a way to heaven.

3. The outcome is to bring you to God. We can have a restored relationship with God Almighty. Reconciliation and justification.

4. The importance of the Resurrection.  He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit. (Verse 18).

Jesus’ physical death was followed by resurrection. Christ’s resurrection is the key to the Christian’s belief in an afterlife. It is a fundamental part of our hope for the future. 

5. The Symbolism of Baptism

The message of salvation is consistent across time. The Holy Spirit was active in bringing the gospel to the wicked people of Noah’s day. Sadly, only 8 people were saved. However, this deliverance symbolises baptism.

The water of baptism is like “waters of judgement”, similar to the waters of the flood, clearly showing us what we deserve for our sins. Coming up out of the waters of baptism corresponds to being kept safe through the waters of the flood, the waters of God’s judgement on sin, and emerging to live in newness of life (Romans 6:4).

As Noah fled into the ark, so we flee to Christ, and in him we escape judgement. But what does Peter mean by saying that Baptism now saves you?  

Firstly, it’s clear that it is not the outward act - not the removal of dirt from the body (verse 21). What saves a person is what Baptism signifies -  the appeal (rather than pledge) of a good conscience toward God. Put another way, baptism is a request for forgiveness of sins and a new heart. It has been paraphrased this way,
Baptism now saves you - not the outward physical ceremony of baptism but the inward spiritual reality which baptism represents. 

6. The Authority of Christ

Christ has ascended into heaven. He’s at God’s right hand - signifying one who acts with God’s authority and power. This is a theme often mentioned in the New Testament. For example, when apostles were brought before the Sanhedrin they answered the charges brought against them as follows:

We must obey God rather than men! The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead - whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Saviour that he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel. We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him. [Acts 5:29-32].

Christ is in a position of authority over the unseen spiritual world - angels, authorities, powers (good or bad). However, in Ephesians 2:6, we read that God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus. This indicates that Christians have a share in the spiritual authority that belongs to Christ, an authority which finds expression in our lives especially in terms of power in spiritual warfare, freedom from fearing demonic powers, and authority to rebuke, if need be, the demonic forces which oppose us.

What reasons to believe! Hallelujah! Let’s always be prepared to give a reason for the hope that we have. 
