Passion – Love Ablaze
Reading: Romans 12:9-13

I want to talk today about passion which has been described as love on fire. 
Passion is zeal, fervour, that strong emotion, enthusiasm, deep love or desire. It can be sexual, but is not necessarily so. 
Sometimes passion can be bad, particularly if it becomes obsessive or involves lack of self-control. Often, however, it is a positive characteristic.

Roger Federer is passionate about tennis. Chris Bonington is passionate about climbing mountains. Even Gordon Brown can say he’s passionate about something - education.

Let me read to you what a man called Gordon MacDonald (Restoring Your Spiritual Passion) says,

“The word passion is certainly mysterious. It is hard to measure and difficult to pin down. But you know when you have it, and you are quite aware when you don’t. One feels passion; it seizes you! Passion stimulates human performance: compassionate or excellent performance, strange or bizarre performance, compassionate or sacrificial performance. We identify passion with romance, revolution, extraordinary achievement, and violence. We use it to explain actions we don’t understand. All we know is that it appears to be a force within people that moves them beyond ordinary activities. Some would suggest that almost all the great literature, drama, and music feature the tale of passion in all its grand forms.”
You may be surprised to learn that the Bible is a book about adventure, passion, exploits.
In the passage that I read from the apostle Paul’s letter to Christians in Rome we find these words,

Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord.

Romans 12:11
Literally, he’s saying, “Don’t be lazy, serve the Lord with a burning spirit.

Christians are to be people on fire, aglow with the Holy Spirit. My friends, we need the Holy Spirit in our lives, in our marriages, in our devotional life, in our family lives,  in the work-place, and in Christian service. He’s not a force, but a person. He’s real. And alive today. He’s been described as the presence of Jesus when Jesus is absent.

We can define a number of areas where we need passion. 
1. A Passion for Life
There is something very attractive about people who have a zest for living. Don’t be colourless people. Don’t be fogeys – dull, old-fashioned people – young or old. Don’t be mediocre. Enjoy life.

Paul, writing to Christians in a town called Colossae, says,

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men

Col 3:23

God created us to have purposeful, meaningful lives in fellowship with Him. Sin came into the picture when our ancestors rebelled against God. But God sent Jesus on a rescue mission so that we could know life in all its fullness. Jesus himself said. 
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.

John 10:10

Such a life is a life of restored fellowship with God. It involves forgives, love, joy, peace, acceptance and fellowship. It’s a life of adventure.

Ships are not meant for harbour, but for voyages of discovery. Not far from here is Captain Cook territory. Cook took the ship Endeavour on three journeys into the Pacific – then unknown territory.

Like the Endeavour, we were made for a life of discovery and adventure. God made us for a purpose and most of us have no idea what that is.

God has put eternity in your hearts. Dream dreams. Don’t settle for second best. Enjoy the Adventure of Living.
William Carey, the founder of the Baptist Missionary Society said, “expect great things from God, attempt great things for God.”

Let the Holy Spirit fill your lives with new life and vitality. Be spiritually alive people who enjoy life and make a difference. Let there be a sparkle in your lives because of God’s presence.

Like the early Christians, I believe we can change the world in God’s name. William Wilberforce, John Wesley, William Booth, Lord Shaftesbury and many other Christians were world changers.
2. A Passion for Each Other

As well as a passion for life, enjoy a passion for one another. Let love burn brightly in your lives. Develop the desire to be with each other, talk to each other, know each other.

In the passage, I read from ,the apostle Paul wrote,

9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honour one another above yourselves.
Certainly this applies generally, but also applies specifically in marriage. Love, devotion, and honour should form a part of the marriage relationship. And there are specific instructions for husbands and wives,
18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.

Col 3:18-19
There is a degree of mutuality here, but maybe these verses identify what the different sexes are not that good at – after all men are supposed to be from Mars and women from Venus. 
The man is to listen to, love, and lead his wife.

The wife is to submit to, support, and satisfy her husband.
Love provides security and this, coupled with our acceptance in Christ, results in a greater stability in marriage.

Be thrilled with one another. Enjoy one another’s company. Never let the fire go out.

The Holy Spirit is the key.  When the glow is fading, ask God to rekindle a blazing love.

Love is more than sex. It’s a delightful concern and passion for the whole person. Having said that, there is a sexual side to enjoy and be delighted in.

Now, the Bible has a lot to say about sex. Sex was God’s idea and the Bible points to the beauty of sexual love.

One of the Books of the Bible is the Song of Songs. It “is a series of lyric poems on the theme of love between man and woman. The setting is pastoral: the poems are full of the images of the countryside. The time appropriately, is spring. They are full of the passion and delight of human love.
There is a frank and open delight in physical attraction, which underlines the fact that God intends man to enjoy physical love within the laws he has given.”
Lion Handbook of the Bible

 9 You have stolen my heart, my sister, my bride; 
    you have stolen my heart 
    with one glance of your eyes, 
    with one jewel of your necklace. 

10 How delightful is your love, my sister, my bride! 
    How much more pleasing is your love than wine, 
     and the fragrance of your perfume than any spice! 

11 Your lips drop sweetness as the honeycomb, my bride; 
    milk and honey are under your tongue. 
     The fragrance of your garments is like that of Lebanon. 

Song of Songs 4:9-11
While on the subject of sex, it must be said that the Bible’s regulations are there to ensure that passion doesn’t explode destructively. We might think of the absorbent which turns nitro-glycerine into the safer dynamite or the rods which control the reactions in a nuclear power plant.

God’s limitations on sex to be within the context of marriage are for our good.

3. A Passion for Jesus

Finally, we are to be passionate about Jesus. The Christian is someone who has been described as “bananas about Jesus”!

Jesus is the most attractive person imaginable. God in the flesh – in one sense, the ideal person. 

Through Jesus, God has forgiven us, given us a fresh start, a new beginning and we love him. Through the cross, we are assured of God’s love for us and our eternal security. And Jesus is still in the business of changing lives.

We love him because he first loved us. He is as Wesley calls him, the lover of our souls. And as we get to know him better we get to love him more. The greatest thing in all my life is loving Jesus. Intimacy and passion go together.
It’s exciting being in love with God and being at the centre of His purposes.

Discover God’s purposes for your lives. And remember, you’re in it together.

The Holy Spirit – The Source of True Passion
The secret of true passion is God’s activity in your life. He accomplishes this through the Holy Spirit. Let Him fill your life. Be filled with the Holy Spirit. (Eph 5:18)
But how? The Holy Spirit is given to those who ask.

11 "Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"
Luke 11:13
We are not the people we were meant to be. We are alienated from the one who created us. Our greatest need as human beings is for spiritual restoration and renewal. 
At this point, I want to ask you, “do you know Jesus?” I want to give you an opportunity to consider whether you’re a Christian or not. Religion doesn’t save you – only Jesus. Respectfully, if you’re not a Christian or have fallen away, you’re in a perilous situation. May I urge you to turn to Christ for a new start today.

You know God has some wonderful plans for you. 

For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.

Jer 29:11

Please don’t miss out. If you don’t know Christ, you can discover His love for yourselves – today. Only repent, believe and follow Christ.
Conclusion

Be filled with the Holy Spirit and have a passion for life, another, and Jesus. 
Romans 12:9-13

9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.  10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honour one another above yourselves.  11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord.  12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  13 Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.
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