Harvest – Parable of the Sower
Reading: Mark 4:1-9

What is Harvest?    

- Gathering of crops









- Season of ripening crops, fruit






- Time for hard labour





We are thankful for the food we eat, that we won’t go hungry.

We’re grateful to those who’ve done the hard work

We’re getting ready for a change of season

A celebration of God’s goodness and God’s greatness.

A time to remember those who are less well off than our selves.

HARVEST – HAVE, STARVE, SHARE

A time to share what we have

Jesus told stories called parables often with agricultural or farming themes. Parables are earthly stories with heavenly meaning. They speak of the kingdom of God – God’s rule in the world.

One of the parables he told is the parable of the sower (or soils).

The story-line is simple. Seed is sown in four types of soil.
Path

Rocky ground

Thorns

Good soil

When he was alone Jesus’ disciples came to him and asked him to explain the meaning of the parable. He said the farmer sows the word of God. Each soil represents a different kind of person.

Path


Satan takes away the word

Rocky ground
Spring up quickly but no depth. Fall away with trouble or persecution

Thorns
Worries of life, deceitfulness of riches, desires for other things choke the word




Good soil

Bears fruit

Four different kinds of soil. Four different kinds of person. 

More to life than just the material. Are we going to live for ourselves or for God? Will we share our lives with others and work for their good.
There is a harvest time coming when God judges the world. The question is what sort of soil are we?

I trust we will prove to be good soil.

