Our Need of Forgiveness
Several films deal with the subject of forgiveness/atonement  (or the lack of it).

The Unforgiven with Clint Eastwood as William Munny
Atonement with Vanessa Redgrave as Briony Tallis

Many of us carry a burden of guilt


We blame ourselves for wrongs committed (imagined or real)


We feel ashamed


We cannot move on

We live with regrets



The might have beens



The sense of loss

Many of us live in fear of punishment

We carry false guilt and real guilt as well.

Without forgiveness, we will never have a fresh start, a new beginning, the freedom to move on.

In our relationships there is estrangement and lack of acceptance.

Jesus came offering forgiveness of sins and restored relationship with a God who loves us.

46He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
Jesus said to the man who was brought by his friends, “Son, your sins are forgiven you”.

We don’t know what this man’s sins were. What we do know is that each of us have sins that need forgiving.

Immorality

Idolatry 
Deceit  
Religious Hypocrisy

Racism

The message of Jesus is about our need of forgiveness.

The man who was brought to Jesus found forgiveness and healing

My Chains fell off, My heart was free, I rose, went forth and followed Thee.
Psalm 51 contains David’s prayer for forgiveness – “create in me a clean heart”.

He was guilty of adultery, deception, murder. He thought he’d got away with it. But God knew and used the prophet Nathan to challenge him.

Following his repentance and asking God for forgiveness he wrote this Psalm showing that there was joy, favour, praise, restoration and cleansing in the wake of forgiveness. 

Testimony of screen-writer Joe Eszterhas described as “Hollywood’s King of sex and violence” who has found God’s forgiveness.

Maybe you’re feeling dirty inside tonight. The good news is that Jesus wants to cleanse you, to take away your guilt.

How does it work?

Out guilt, sin, shame is real. It can be transferred to Jesus on the cross. 

Because the sinless Saviour died, My sinful soul is counted free.
For God the just is satisfied, To look on Him and pardon me.
When we come to Christ, we are forgiven, adopted into God’s family and given the seal of the Holy Spirit as a promise of God’s good intentions towards us.

What do we need to do:
A. Admit you are a sinner.
"There is no one righteous, not even one ... for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." 
Romans 3:10,23. (See Romans 5:8; 6:23.)

Ask God's forgiveness.
"Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."
Romans 10:13 

B. Believe in Jesus
(put your trust in Him) as your only hope of salvation. 
"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life." John 3:16 (See John 14:6.)

Become a child of God by receiving Christ.
"To all who receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God." John 1:12 (See Revelation 3:20.)

C. Confess that Jesus is your Lord. 
"If you confess with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord,' and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved." Romans 10:9 (See verse 10.) 

Hindrances

Sin we won’t give up

Unforgiveness. The parable Jesus told that was read earlier. To receive forgiveness we must forgive – The Lord’s prayer.
Involvement in the Occult that is not renounced

Tonight Jesus is calling you to follow him. And if you have already made that decision, then you need to follow up on this.
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