Opinions about Jesus
Reading: Mark 3:20-35 
The most important question we have to come to terms with is Who is Jesus Christ?

Although a communist Russian dictionary described Jesus as a ‘mythical figure who never existed’, no serious historian would maintain that position today.
There is a great deal of evidence for Jesus’ existence apart from the Gospels – both from Christian and non-Christian sources.

The Roman historians Tacitus and Suetonius make reference to him and so does the Jewish historian Josephus.

So we can discount the Legend view of Jesus.

But even in his own time, different people had diverse views of who Jesus was.

The People Jesus Impacted

In Mark 3:20-22, we find four kinds of people who interacted with Jesus.
Verse 20

20Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to eat.
We have the crowds and the disciples. Then in verses 21 and 22, we are introduced to Jesus’ family and the teachers of the Law who were part of the Religious Establishment.
Four types of people – crowds, religious leaders, family and disciples. And they all reacted differently to Jesus, all had different views of who he was.
As then, so now different people interact with Jesus in different ways. 

Video Clip.

Jesus’ Family thought He was Mad, a Lunatic!
Verse 21
When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, "He is out of his mind."
Jesus’ sense of mission, his urgent drive to minister, his failure to properly eat and sleep led his family to the conviction he had lost his mind.
They came from Nazareth to … to seize him and forcibly take him home.

Verse 31

Then Jesus' mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. 
When Jesus’ family arrived some time later, the crowds were still present. When the family was unable to penetrate the crowd they sent for him.

The attitude of the family was one of misunderstanding and unbelief. Unable to accept that one of their own family could have a divine mission and calling, they attributed his behaviour to madness. 

We need not assume Mary shared the opinions of the family. After all, she had been visited by Gabriel, become pregnant without intercourse, heard the remarkable pronouncements by prophets, and seen God’s miraculous deliverances.
His brothers, we are told elsewhere, did not believe in him. And they were unconvinced by their mother. They did not perceive until after the resurrection the new allegiances of the kingdom of God.

But if we do not see Mary as an active participant in the attempt to detract Jesus from his mission, we need to see that she an ordinary woman and not bestowed with powers later ascribed to her by the Roman Catholic Church.
Two points to note:

Firstly, we may not be his family, but have we become familiar with Jesus? Brought up in a Christian or religious home, we think we know him. But then we get offended by what he says or does. We react to Christians who follow the teachings of Jesus more closely than we do. Maybe we need a reappraising of our Christian Faith.

Then there are the difficulties of being a Christian at home. We are misunderstood. But can react badly. The example of Jesus when he was younger still speaks to us today.
The Teachers of the Law thought Jesus was demon possessed.

Verse 22
And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, "He is possessed by Beelzebub! By the prince of demons he is driving out demons." 

We now have a more serious accusation. If the family and close friends misunderstood Jesus, the theological commission from Jerusalem deliberately misunderstood him.
He was demon-possessed and a deceiver. The Hebrew word Beelzebul derives from Lord of the Flies a mocking alteration of Prince Baal. The religious teaches acknowledged Jesus’ powers but ascribed them to the devil.
This accusation has found its way into the writings of 2nd century Jewish rabbis between 70-200 AD. Typically, we have, 

Yeshu of Nazareth was hanged  … because he practiced sorcery and led the people astray.

Sanhedrin 43a (Baraitha)
Before we look at Jesus’ response, it is worth noting that times of religious revival or obvious working of God’s Spirit, it is often the religious leaders who oppose the work of God most strenuously, and seem to misunderstand it most wilfully.

During the Welsh revival of 1904-5, the greatest opponent was a minister from Dowlais – the Reverand Peter Price.
In the mid 1840s, there was a revival in Madeira under the ministry of Robert Reid Dalley. So successful was his evangelistic endeavours that on the second Sunday in August 1846, a crowd of people who attended a in honour of the patron saint, Our Lady of the Mount, were incited by the preaching of the cathedral canon to take violent action. The multitude led by the canon, still in his priestly vestments, surged out into the Cathedral Square and on through the narrow streets chanting, 'Long live our Lady of the Mount'; 'Long live the Holy Mother Church'; 'Death to the Bible readers'; 'Death to Dalley - the Wolf from Scotland'.

Religious people are always scandalised by Jesus. They are embarrassed by what he has to say, put their own spin on the Scriptures, and react to the followers of Jesus who maintain kingdom standards.

Jesus’ Response to this Accusation
Verses 23-27
23So Jesus called them and spoke to them in parables: "How can Satan drive out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 26And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has come. 27In fact, no one can enter a strong man's house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he can rob his house.
Jesus responds to the charge of collusion with Beelzebul through a pithy proverbial saying or parable.

Jesus is saying the accusation is ridiculous. It is tantamount to saying that Satan is destroying his own realm.

Jesus is able to exercise the ministry he has because he is possessed of a superior power, not because he was in collusion with Satan or had delved into the dark arts, possibly using the name “Beelzebul” as a magic word.
The heart of Jesus’ ministry is to confront Satan and to crush him on all fields and he is able to do this because of God’s power.

Note: Jesus refused to be concerned about the opinion other people had of him.
Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit

Verses 28-29

28I tell you the truth, all the sins and blasphemies of men will be forgiven them. 29But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin."
Jesus uses the accusations of the religious teachers as an opportunity for teaching.
He affirms that what he is about to say is reliable and true. All the sins of men are open to forgiveness, with one fearful exception.
Ian McEwan’s novel Atonement which has just been made into a film starring Keira Knightley deals with the theme of atonement. Can a 13 year-old girl make up for a terrible injustice she has committed? In the film, there is no remedy.
But I want to affirm that there is nothing you have done that puts you beyond the forgiveness of Christ except one thing – blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.

Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit forever removes a person from the realm where forgiveness is possible. What is it and how can we avoid it?

Firstly, we must interpret these words of Jesus in the light of the situation in which Jesus spoke them.

Secondly, we must understand what blasphemy is. It is an expression of defiant hostility toward God. It can be manifested in attitude, speech and action.

Finally, we see from verse 30, a deliberate attributing of the work of Jesus to Satan.

Verse 30

30He said this because they were saying, "He has an evil spirit." 
The unforgiveable sin, blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, is the attribution of the works of Jesus to the agency of Satan. It is a perversion of spirit which, in defiance of the truth, calls good evil and light darkness. In other words, it is the conscious and deliberate rejection of the power and grace of God released through Jesus’ words and actions. It is a deliberate resistance to the Holy Spirit.
To ensure we are not guilty of such sin, we need to positively respond to Christ.

So much for his family and the teachers of the Law. What about the other players?

The Crowd predominantly saw Jesus as a Religious Leader
Leaving Jesus’ family and the teachers of the Law, we turn to the crowd. What was their opinion of Jesus.

Verse 32
A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, "Your mother and brothers are outside looking for you."
One minute, the crowd is waiting expectantly on Jesus’ words and miracles. The next, they are expecting him to fit in with family demands. In their thinking both the Law of God and common piety demanded that he respect a mother’s request.

Verse 33

33"Who are my mother and my brothers?" he asked. 

Here we see Jesus not fitting into the expected norms. And, throughout the Gospels, the crowd would respond in contradictory ways. The masses are notoriously fickle.

In Mark 11:8-10, Jesus is welcomed into Jerusalem as “he who comes in the name of the Lord”. In Mark 15:11-14, the crowd wants Jesus crucified.

In John 6:15, we see people wanting to make him king. And later in the chapter we see people deserting him because of his hard teachings.
The general view of the crowd, however, was that Jesus was a prophet. In Mark 8:27-28, we read,

27Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked them, "Who do people say I am?" 28They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets." 
There is a general view that Jesus was a good man, a great teacher. But this doesn’t wash. How could a good man, even a prophet, make such stupendous claims if they weren’t true?

Jesus, as merely a great religious Leader doesn’t work either. But, unfortunately, the people who maintain this position only have a surface knowledge of what he said and did.
The Disciples

Verses 34,35
34Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, "Here are my mother and my brothers! 35Whoever does God's will is my brother and sister and mother."
In answering the rhetorical question, Who are my mother and my brothers?, Jesus focuses on those in the front, his disciples. These are the ones who are following him.

But even they are unsure. It’s not until they’re in the region around Caesarea Philippi, that we see Peter’s response in Mark 8:29. Having asked who others think he is, Jesus turns to his disciples.
"But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" Peter answered, "You are the Christ." 

Matthew tells us that he also added, the Son of the living God (Matthew 16:16).
Peter saw that Jesus was the Christ, the long awaited Messiah. And like the other disciples, Peter was growing in his understanding that Jesus was the incarnate Son of God.

And we are like that. Our understanding of Jesus grows with time.

Where are we on this journey of Faith? At each stage of our spiritual journey, Jesus wants to take us on to the next level.

Baptism membership, commitment, …. ?
Conclusion

How do we view Jesus? Who do you think he is? Are we like the family, the religious leaders, the crowd or the disciples?
Do we think Jesus is a legend, a lunatic, a liar, or Lord. If he is Lord then our response must be to follow him. 
Jesus and Beelzebub 

20Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to eat. 21When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, "He is out of his mind." 
22And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, "He is possessed by Beelzebub! By the prince of demons he is driving out demons." 
23So Jesus called them and spoke to them in parables: "How can Satan drive out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 26And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has come. 27In fact, no one can enter a strong man's house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he can rob his house. 28I tell you the truth, all the sins and blasphemies of men will be forgiven them. 29But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin." 
30He said this because they were saying, "He has an evil spirit." 
Jesus' Mother and Brothers 

31Then Jesus' mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. 32A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, "Your mother and brothers are outside looking for you." 
33"Who are my mother and my brothers?" he asked. 

34Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, "Here are my mother and my brothers! 35Whoever does God's will is my brother and sister and mother."
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