Marriage Matters 2

Reading: 1 Peter 3:1-7

Introduction

We live at a time when marriage as an institution is under considerable attack. It is under attack from


Feminists


Libertines


Government


Same-sex relationships

Adultery and Divorce

Martin Luther stated in 1521, “There is no estate to which Satan is more opposed than to marriage.” If we are to combat the onslaught on marriage, it is essential that as Christians we have sound and God-glorifying marriages which are built upon solid biblical foundations.

The Bible gives clear guidance on Christian marriage. However, in today’s society this teaching is counter-cultural and unpopular. Nevertheless, it is part of God’s plan for a healthy marriage and we neglect it at our peril.
When we come to look at what the Scriptures have to say about marriage, we find that there are distinct but complementary roles for men and women. This is incredibly politically incorrect in some quarters. However, where biblical patterns are not followed, husbands and wives have no clear guidance on how to act within their marriages, and there is increasing stress that brings harmful and even destructive consequences to families. 

Context

Peter’s first letter was written to Christians living in a pluralist society where there were many competing beliefs – not unlike our day. Having described the wonders of the salvation the Christian has in Christ, the need for holiness of life, and the calling of the church, Peter turns his attention to how Christians should live in a pagan world.

In 1 Peter 2:11-12, the apostle, wrote these words,
11 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.
We find ourselves as aliens and strangers who are passing through this life. We are citizens of heaven who are looking forward to a bright future. But for now we are living out our lives before a watching world. We must neither retreat into a ghetto nor become too comfortable in the godless society in which we live. Rather we are to live exemplary lives so that God may be glorified.

Peter identifies four areas of life where our conduct is especially relevant.


In civic life where Christians of means could become public benefactors


As household slaves even when the master was unreasonable 


In marriage where sometimes a converted wife was married to a non-Christian 


In flash point circumstances where the church was under threat

Previously, I’ve looked at the passages dealing with Christian citizenship – how Christians are subject to governing authorities – and the relationship of slaves to their masters – the nearest modern day equivalent being employee-employer relationships.

Today we will develop further the theme of God’s plan for marriage.

I. Submissive Wives

Verses 1a

1 Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands
Just as all Christians were to be subject to government authorities, and servants were to be subject to their masters, Peter now exhorts wives to be subject to their husbands. 

In a previous sermon we noted what Submission Does Not Mean

Submission does not mean putting a husband in the place of Christ

The Christian, whether male or female, slave or free, owes their ultimate allegiance to Christ.

Submission does not mean giving up independent thought

Christian wives should hear, consider, understand God’s Word for themselves.

Submission does not mean a wife should give up efforts to influence and guide her husband

The Christian wife should influence her husband to become a Christian. Likewise, godly wives should be a positive influence on the Christian husband who, like her, is growing in faith.

Submission does not mean that a wife should give in to every demand of her husband

If the non-Christian husband tells his wife to give up the Faith, she cannot do it. If he tells her to do something contrary to the clear moral teaching of Scripture, she should refuse.

But what if the husbands demands, although not sinful are unreasonable? For example, in terms of workload, sexual demands and so forth?  
Submission is an attitude of heart not a blind obedience. Talk issues through and work them out. If there are problems ask for help.

I believe that Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians offers some guidance here. 

10 To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must not separate from her husband. 11 But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. And a husband must not divorce his wife.
Work at your marriage as long as you can. But if this becomes intolerable, separate and try to effect reconciliation. But don’t go rushing headlong for divorce.

Submission is not based on lesser intelligence or competence

The Christian wife is more spiritually enlightened than her husband.

Submission does not mean being fearful or timid

Peter tells wives “not to give way to fear” (verse 6). If there is fear in a relationship then I would counsel separation until it can be resolved. Fear is likely to involve violence or abuse.
Submission is not inconsistent with equality in Christ

Submission in regard to authority is often consistent with equality in importance, dignity and honour. For example, in Christ’s own relationship with God the Father.

What Submission Does Mean

Submission acknowledges an authority that is not totally mutual

Within a healthy Christian marriage, there will be large elements of mutual consultation and seeking of wisdom, and most decisions will come by consensus between husband and wife. For a wife to be obedient to her husband will probably not often involve obeying actual commands or directives (though it will sometimes include this), for a husband may rather give requests and seek advice and discussion about the course of action to be followed. Nevertheless, a wife’s attitude of submission to her husband’s authority will be reflected in numerous words and actions each day that reflect deference to his leadership and acknowledgement of his final responsibility – after discussion, wherever possible – to make decisions affecting the whole family.

Submission is an inner quality of gentleness that affirms the leadership of the husband

Obeying the Scritures means that a wife will willingly submit to her husband’s authority and leadership in their marriage. It means making a choice to affirm her husband as leader within the limits of obedience to Christ. It includes a demeanour that honours him as leader even when she dissents.

Submission involves obedience 

There will be times when there is a clash of wills. At such times, the wife is to obey the husband provided it does not involve contradiction to God’s word or a violation of conscience.
If a husband is making unreasonable demands, then there is a place for counselling – either secular or Christian, preferably the latter. 

II. Silent Witness

Long running BBC drama series which started its eleventh series in August. The dead body of a murder victim proves to be a witness to the events that happens – silent but effective. Likewise, submissive wives can be a silent but effective witness to their husbands.
Verse 1b-2

1 … so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behaviour of their wives, 2 when they see the purity and reverence of your lives.
Peter indicates that one reward Christian wives can expect from submission to their husbands is that unbelieving husbands may be won to Christ.

Augustine described the faithful witness of his Christian mother Monnica to his pagan father Patricius.

She arrived at a marriageable age, and she was given to a husband whom she served as her lord. And she busied herself to gain him to thee, preaching thee to him by her behavior, in which thou madest her fair and reverently amiable, and admirable to her husband. … Finally, her own husband, now toward the end of his earthly existence, she won over to thee.

Confessions IX 9:19-22
Some of these unbelieving, disobedient husbands (although not all) would have been harsh and unkind to their Christian wives. But Peter says that even such husbands can be won for God’s kingdom. These husbands can be won without a word. This means their conversion will not be the result of continual preaching or talking about the gospel, but rather simply by the behaviour of their wives, their Christian pattern of life.

This does not mean that the wives will never talk about the Gospel to their unbelieving husbands, but that the means God will use to bring about their husbands’ conversion will be their behaviour not their words.

Is this automatic? No. But it should increase prayer for grace to live rightly and for God’s silent working in the husband’s heart.

Although the context applies to salvation, the principle applies to Christian maturity as well. In those cases where the wife is more mature or spiritual as a Christian, the wife can be an agent of change for her husband – not by constant nagging, but by prayerfully being an example of godly behaviour and reverence.

Whereas the context is marriage, the idea of silent witness is of more general applicability. And, of course, it needs to be balanced by 1 Peter 3:15.

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect …

This is not contradictory. It is just an example of Ecclesiastes 3:1, 7.

There is a time for everything … a time to be silent and a time to speak.

Example of Brother Andrew.

III. Spiritual Worth

Verses 3-4

3 Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewellery and fine clothes. 4 Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God's sight.
The attractiveness of a wife’s submissive behaviour even to an unbelieving husband suggests that God has inscribed the rightness and beauty of role distinctions in marriage on the hearts of all mankind.

Some of you will remember that I included a brief discussion of the beauty of a godly woman in the last all-age service.

Christian wives should depend for their own attractiveness not on outward things such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewellery and fine clothe, but the inward qualities of life.
This is not to say that jewellery and hair-dos are unchristian, but that should not be her source of beauty.

Like a gold ring in a pig's snout is a beautiful woman who shows no discretion.

Proverbs 11:22

IV. Sarah’s Women

Verses 5-6

5 For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to make themselves beautiful. They were submissive to their own husbands, 6 like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her master. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear.
In these verses, Peter illustrates what he means by submission by referring to the lives of holy women who hoped in God.

These women made themselves beautiful spiritually. The key lay in their hope in God. Such quiet confidence in God produces in a woman the imperishable beauty of a quiet and gentle spirit. 

The example Peter singles out is Sarah. He doesn’t appear to be referring to a single Old Testament incident, but to a continuing pattern of conduct during her lifetime.

Sarah became the mother of all God’s people in the Old Covenant. Of course, there were times when following Abraham meant trusting God in uncertain, unpleasant, and even dangerous situations. Yet, Peter says that believing women are now her children, the true members of her spiritual family. To be Sarah’s daughter is to be a joint heir of the promises and the honour given to her and Abraham.

V. Spouse’s Way

Verse 7

7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.
The counterpart to the wife’s submissive behaviour – considerate leadership involving love and respect.

What Considerate Leadership Is Not

Considerate leadership does not mean harsh or domineering use of authority.

It involves being considerate and treating with respect.  It means not misusing authority. It means not bullying to get one’s own way. It means being the leader the wife is glad to submit to and follow.

Considerate leadership does not imply equal sharing of leadership in the family.

On the other hand considerate leadership does involve taking a lead, making decisions, and providing security. This is not a mutual thing.

Considerate leadership does not imply lesser importance for a wife.

Wives are joint heirs of the salvation we have in Christ. In terms of importance to God gender differences are immaterial. In Christ Jesus there 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

Galatians 3:28

Considerate leadership does not mean always giving in to a wife’s wishes.

Being a godly leader does not mean giving in to every wish and whim of your wife. The Scripture contains numerous examples of men who should never have given in to the demands of their wives.
Abraham should never have given in to Sarah’s urging to have father a child through her maid Hagar. (Genesis 16:2-5).

There will be times in every marriage when a godly husband will have to make decisions that go against the wife’s desires and preferences because he is convinced before God that the decision is right.

Considerate leadership is not optional for husbands.

This is not something to opt out of. This is our responsibility before God. 

What Considerate Leadership Is
Living together in a way that is beneficial for the wife

Affirming, developing, supporting, helping, loving
Fulfilling God’s purposes and principles for marriage

A covenant of companionship. Two are better than one. One flesh ministry.

Treating his wife with honour

This includes affirming her and being kind to her in public and private. The positive results will be that nothing will hinder your prayers.

God is so concerned that Christian husbands live in an understanding way and loving way with their wives that He interrupts his relationship with them when they do not do so. No Christian husband should presume to think that any spiritual good will be accomplished by his life without an effective ministry of prayer. And no husband may expect an effective prayer life unless he lives with his wife in an understanding way bestowing honour on her.

There is an important principle here. We should strive to ensure that nothing hinders our prayers.

VI. Conclusion 

As we are faithful to the bible teaching on submission and leadership within marriage, we can expect a number of results.
· Deeper marital harmony

· More effective evangelism

· A closer walk with God

· An unhindered prayer life
At a time when we need to see our nation won for Jesus these are pretty important. Our conduct in the areas of civic life, employment, marriage, and pressured living are crucial for our witness.

Let’s obey God in these areas of living and see what He might do.

PAGE  
8

