Living Under Pressure - Relationships
Reading :

1 Peter 3:8 - 22

Peter’s letter was written to suffering believers in the first century Roman Empire.  There is an interwoven thread of suffering and blessing, persecution and glory. 
Earlier the letter dealt with what it means to be a Christian, the call to holiness and being part of God’s people - the church. In response to all the great things, God has done in our lives, Christians are, in the words of Peter, to

Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.

1 Peter 2:12

Peter identifies 4 crucial areas where Christian witness shines through – relationship to the state, slavery (and today its nearest equivalent – employment), family, and response to suffering or living under pressure. 

1 Peter 3:8-22 gives practical advice for daily living under pressure. It describes how the Bible impacts our lives – how we are to put principles into practice. We might conveniently divide the passage into three sections: 
· Relationships & Conduct (8-12)

· Harmony, Humility & Helpfulness

· Response to Suffering (13-17)

· Overcoming fear in the face of opposition

· Ready to Reply

· Reflections on Christ’s Death and Resurrection (18-22)

We are presented with a number of challenges including the challenge of relationship, the challenge of witness, and the challenge of baptism.
This morning, we will look at the first section which relates to inter-personal relationships and conduct.

1. Relationships & Conduct (verses 8-12)

How we relate to others as Christians, both inside and outside the church, is very important. These verses deal with the Christian attitudes and relationships.

Verse 8

Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble.

The RSV translates this:  
Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love of the brethren, a tender heart and a humble mind.

Five qualities that Christians should maintain under pressure.

· Harmony

· Sympathy

· Love
· Compassion

· Humility

Although related there are different nuances. Our attitudes are challenged. Sadly, the ideals expressed are too infrequently attained in Christian churches.

Harmony

The term translated “in harmony with one another” or “unity of spirit” means “sharing the same thoughts and attitudes, thinking harmoniously”. Similar ideas are expressed by Paul, for example in his letter to the Ephesians.

Some Christians have a contentious spirit. Others are great when everyone agrees with them, but become abrasive and hurtful if they don’t get their own way. One of the speakers at the NBA Assembly yesterday commented on how some Christians can become quite belligerent in church business meetings.

We should strive for unity and harmony. Of course we must also confront sin and false doctrine. But even here our heart must be for the purity of the bride of Christ and not the result of a fractured personality. Watch reactions. E-mails.
Sympathy

Christ’s love shines in the sympathy with which Christians reflect their Saviour who as high priest sympathises with our weaknesses (Hebrews4:15).
Sympathy identifies with the sufferer and indicates a readiness to rejoice with those who rejoice and mourning with those who mourn (Romans 12:15). We also think of Paul’s analogy of the church to a human body in 1 Cor 12 and his statement that if one part suffers all the other parts suffer with it (v26).

Love of the Brethren

Love for others within the church.  This is not simply comradeship. It stems from our common sharing in the new birth. We are therefore children of our heavenly Father and brothers and sisters in Christ.
As we have been loved by God, so we must love our fellow believers. This family love of the Christian community is a theme Peter has already referenced earlier in his letter.

Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart.
1 Peter 1:22
Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honour the king.

1 Peter 2:17
Compassion

Or a tender heart. God in Christ has shown compassion to us and we should show compassion to others.
Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.
Ephesians 4:32.

The root of the word refers to the inner organs and hence to our deepest feelings. 
The Gospels speak of the compassion of Jesus for the crowds and for the sick. For example, Matthew 9:36 which I referred to last week.

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.
The word is also used of the Samaritan in the parable found in Luke 10.
Only God’s love, poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, can move us to show such compassion.

Humility

Attitude and general mental outlook. Christ is our model. He calls us to follow him as one who is “gentle and humble in heart” (Matthew 11:29).

Peter later urges us to clothe ourselves with humility (1 Peter 5:5).  Such humility Peter only learned the hard way – through a road of brokenness and repentance.

Verses 9-12

9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.
10 For, "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech.
11 He must turn from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it.
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil." 
Peter continues by exhorting his readers, many of whom were suffering opposition because they were Christians, not to respond in like manner to those who were ill-treating them either by word or deed.

We must act of followers of Jesus when people treat us badly.  We are reminded of Jesus’ own words in the Sermon on the Mount, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven” (Matt 5:44,45).

Challenge to forgive, to bless, to pray for the good of those who have mistreated us. With such a response there is blessing.

Have I been hurt in the family of God? Am I failing to respond to the words of Jesus?

Now is the time to pray and ask God to forgive our past responses, to heal the hurt and memories, and to give us the grace and help us to respond in a Christ-like manner in future.

“Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors”.

But a promise of God’s blessing as we respond appropriately. We must bless people through praying and affirming God’s blessing on their lives.
Actions and words must reflect the Lordship of Christ. Further, we must place ourselves in the position of peacemakers.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.
Matthew 5:9
Conclusion

Our attitudes and responses when we are under pressure show the degree to which we are trusting God. We are called to demonstrate the Christ-likeness in our attitudes and actions. Only possible with intentionality and transformation.
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