Living to Please God
Reading: 1 Thess 4:1-12.
Christianity is counter-cultural. Our values, world-view, goals are different, or should be, from the prevailing culture around us. This is seen clearly in 1 Thessalonians 4.
We Must Live Lives Pleasing to God
Verse 1

Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more.
Live – Gk. walk. Not a fast track, rather slow but steady progress.
They were instructed in how to please God. Now they are urged to renew their efforts.

Verse 2

For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.
A military metaphor. These ethical instructions carry divine authority.

Obedience Requires Knowledge of God’s Will
Key aspect – sexual purity.

Verse 3

It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality;
We are to lives completely separated unto God. The pagan world had little time for sexual purity.
In contrast to society of our day, we are to live exemplary lives especially in the area of sexual ethics.
Verses 4-5
that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honourable, not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God;
Or to live with his own wife. Lives of self-control or fidelity in marriage.

The Christian life is to be free from wrong sexual passions.
Verse 6

and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him. The Lord will punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you and warned you.
We do others wrong by engaging in wrong sexual practices.
The Lord sees and punishes sin. We need to have a fear of the Lord. One day we will have to face Christ as judge as well as Saviour.
Verse 7

For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life.
Our calling is to a holy life. A life set apart for God.
A time to repent of things we watch, the jokes we say, the lusts we nourish.

Verse 8

Therefore, he who rejects this instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit.
Reject this and you reject God. God gives the Holy Spirit. We must pray for more of his power and presence.
If we’ve failed – know that there is forgiveness.

Key aspect – brotherly love.

Verse 9

Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other.
In 1 Thess 1:3, Paul commends their labour prompted by love. As we open ourselves to God, we are taught to love.
Verse 10

And in fact, you do love all the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers, to do so more and more.
Love fellow Christians more and more. Not just a local concern.
Key aspect – Be responsible
Verse 11

Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you,
Christians should not be idle. They should work and not meddle in the affairs of others.
Verse 12

so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.
Gain respect of others. This way the church is not brought into disrepute. We are not to be a burden on anyone.
Conclusion

Our efforts to live lives pleasing to God. They should be characterized by sexual purity, brotherly love and a quiet and industrious lifestyle.
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