Jesus is the Answer
Reading: Acts 16:11-40

Common thread of Scripture – Jesus is the answer to human need. For the business woman, for the demonically oppressed, for the retired soldier and his family.

Song – Jesus is the answer for the world today.

There is a depth of meaning that I wish more would appreciate. Jesus is the answer of our questions, problems, dilemmas. Through his life, ministry, teaching, sacrificial death, resurrection and ascension, Jesus is the answer both to our individual needs and those of the society in which we live. 

We can say with the computer company (Radio Shack), “You’ve got the questions; we’ve got the answers”.

Christianity does have the answer. Our answers are intellectually sound, completely true, emotionally satisfying, and they really do work. The witness of 2000 years of church history testifies to this.

As a Christian I am confident in the Christian message – the Gospel. We have the answers and they are centred in Jesus. But what are the questions?

Jesus is the Answer for those seeking salvation and forgiveness
[The jailer] then brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"  They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household."

Acts 16:30,31
What is meant by salvation? The act of God whereby our destiny changes and we enter in to a special relationship with God characterised by forgiveness, freedom and fullness.
Bhaskar’s testimony.
The woman caught in adultery.

Jesus is the answer for those seeking purpose and meaning to life

Our search for significance – who am I?
Jesus is the Redeemer – we are set free.

Jesus is Lord – we are his people.

Jesus is king of kings – we are his ambassadors.

Jesus is God incarnate – we are his friends.

We are called to become sons and daughters of the Living God. We are loved by him and through Jesus are included in his family. (1 Peter 2:9, Rev:1:6)

Billy Bray – The King’s Son.
For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Eph 2:10

The apostle Paul was a man of purpose and a sense of divine calling. What has God called us to do?
Jesus is the answer for those seeking victory over sin and power to serve
What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!
Romans 7:24-25a

Paul had a battle over sin. Fred Lemon’s testimony. 

But repeated time and time over in our lives.

Jesus is the answer for those seeking healing – emotional, mental, and spiritual

7They had Peter and John brought before them and began to question them: "By what power or what name did you do this?"   8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: "Rulers and elders of the people! …  10 know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 

Acts 4:7-10
No glib answers. But I’m convinced that Jesus Christ who is the same yesterday, today and forever is continuing his healing ministry today.

Healing covers many areas.

· Demonic oppression – Gabrielle Trinker, Doreen Irving,  and the slave girl in Acts

· Physical healing – Jennifer Rees Larcombe, Noel Fellows

Jesus is the answer to those seeking understanding of the Scriptures and intellectual questions

The Scriptures are God’s blueprint for life. In the 21st century, we need them to help us.
34The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?" 35Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.
Acts 8:34-35

Jesus is the key to our understanding the Scriptures and why they are important. They contain God’s blueprint for our lives and the key to building a just and equitable society.

We need a return to absolutes – a reversal of the post-modern trend. I’m not talking about a reversal to dead legalism, but to a vibrant, dynamic, evangelical faith.

Jesus is the answer for our moral dilemmas

Through his example and teaching, Jesus shows us how we should live and what our opinion should be on a whole range of moral and ethical issues.
The Sermon on the Mount, for example, addresses such issues as


Adultery


Divorce


Justice and its application


Interpersonal relationships


Aid to the poor



And so on.

as well as more spiritual issues of prayer, fasting, trusting God, seeking his kingdom etc. In fact, everything is spiritual.

As Christians we have something to say about issues of sexual ethics, war, politics, world poverty, immigration, feminism, climate change etc. We need to insure that we look to the bible rather than tradition, prejudice or the Daily Mail to inform our understanding.

A clear example of this is racism.

For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility,
Eph 2:14

The context is the breaking down of barriers between Jews and Gentiles. It speaks to us today about the issue of racism – towards which Christians should be completely opposed.

Testimony of Klu Klux Clan leader.

The grace of God enables us to overcome racism and enjoy cultural diversity without demanding conformity or feeling threatened.

Jesus is the answer for our social needs

We need friends. Within his church, Jesus meets our needs for friendship, acceptance and interpersonal relationships.
And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
Eph 1:22-23

Jesus’ society or church provides the answers to our social needs.

We have fellowship with God; we also have fellowship with his people.
We have acceptance by God; we also have acceptance with his people.

Relationships are the key. Jesus says, “You want friends? Meet my people!”
Jesus is the answer for the world

Jesus is the only hope for our world. Gordon Brown doesn’t have the answers. Neither does Obama or Putin. High ideals, wonderful promises, but an inability to deliver.
We are seeking the kingdom of God, the rule of God in the affairs of men. This is not utopia, but a longing for God to intervene more and more in our society – righteousness, peace, joy in the Holy Spirit. 

The kingdom of God was a central part of the teaching of Jesus. The parable of the salt talks about kingdom values permeating society. The church has a crucial part to play. We are to be salt and light in our society.


Demonstrating how society should be


Explaining how we should live


Proclaiming God’s prophetic word to the nation


Being instruments of change

Jesus provides us with an example of a social reformer.

Women

Justice


Food Programs


Health Care

The church should be a pioneer in social reform. 

The examples of Wilberforce, Shaftesbury and others changes their world. As did missionaries like Carey.

Ultimately, there is the promise of a new heavens and a new earth where there will be no injustice, no poverty, and no pain. But until then, we are to be God’s instruments on earth for extending his kingdom. 

The gospel is the primary means. But in its wake, the gospel brings social change. Without it the Mizos would still be head-hunters.

Conclusion

Jesus is the answer to life’s problem’s and questions on a personal, societal, and national level. But the most important question is - do you know him? Have you experienced his love, have you been transformed by his power? Do you know that experience that the Bible calls being born again. saved, or converted?

Have you come to God, acknowledging you are a sinner, putting your trust in the shed blood of Jesus at Calvary and in nothing else? Do you know the joy inespressible and full of glory that is the litmus test of those who are Christians.

It’s possible for you to experience Christ’s forgiveness tonight. Why be of two opinions. 
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.

Mark 16:16
