Jesus – Human and Divine
Introduction

Benjamin Russell Hanby’s Christmas carol starts by asking the following question:

Who is He in yonder stall
At Whose feet the shepherds fall?

Over the centuries this question has been asked by many different people in different ways. To answer this question I will look at God’s authoritative and inspired revelation in the Bible. It is here and here alone that church and Christians derive their authority. 

The Humanity of Jesus

There is ample material in the gospels to establish the true humanity of Jesus.
Matthew and Luke in their Gospels provide genealogies. The human ancestors of Jesus were real people some of whom we encounter in the Old Testament like Zerubbabel. 

Irrespective of the means of conception, Jesus’ birth was a normal one. His life ran, like ours, to quote Kierkegaard, “from womb to tomb”. Jesus’ birth was followed by years of apparently normal growth and development within a home and family. 

The Jesus of the gospels was Subject to the same limitations as we are:
· John tells us of Jesus’ weariness as he sat by the well at Sychar (John 4:6)
· Matthew tells of Jesus’ hunger as he was on the way to the Temple (Matt 21:18)
· John tells us that Jesus said “I am thirsty” as he was on the cross (John 19:28)
In his final hours he endured intense agony of soul and body before his eventual physical death.  
Jesus experienced the full range of human emotions. The gospels record several examples of these.
· In Luke 10:21, Jesus is described as “full of joy through the Holy Spirit”.
· In Gethsemane, Jesus “began to be sorrowful and troubled” (Matt 26:37).
· John 11:6 tells us Jesus loved Martha, Mary and Lazarus.
· Matthew 9:36 says when Jesus “saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd”.
· Luke 7:9 says that when Jesus heard of the centurion’s faith “he was amazed at him”.
· In Mark 3:5 we read of Jesus’ anger at those who were more interested in Sabbath observance than healing a man with a shrivelled hand.
· Luke 19:41sees Jesus weeping over Jerusalem.
· Jesus cries in feelings of abandonment from the cross (Luke 27:46).

· In cleansing the Temple, Jesus experienced a consuming zeal (John 2:17).

Jesus’ humanity is further demonstrated by his being tempted to sin, his religious life, his limited knowledge.
The Chalcedonian Creed states “our Lord Jesus Christ … truly man”.

Application

What does it mean to us that Jesus Christ was fully human? Hebrews 2:17-18 offers us a number of reasons.

17For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

Firstly, If Jesus had not been human, he could not have made atonement for our sins, that is he could not have died in our place and paid the penalty that was due to us. There would be no salvation!

Secondly, he would not be our high priest representing us before God, understanding our weaknesses and temptations. Hebrews 5:14 continues in a similar vein.
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin.

A further benefit for us is that being human, Jesus Christ offers us a fitting role model in the struggles of life and in our seeking to live for the glory of God.
1… let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

Hebrews 12:1-3
In Christ we have a redeemer, a high-priest and role model for our lives.
The Divinity of Jesus
As we have seen Jesus was definitely human. Several biblical passages, however, clearly state that he was more than an ordinary man. In fact, both true Christianity and the Bible teach that Jesus Christ while true man was also true God. 
There are several passages that teach this ever so clearly and I want to bring to our attention some of them.

In Romans 9:5, the apostle Paul refers to the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised!
In Titus 2:13, Paul further refers to the second coming of Christ as “the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ”.
Paul when he was preaching to leaders in the church at Ephesus, said “Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.”

Hebrews 1:8 states, “… about the Son he [ie God] says, "Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the sceptre of your kingdom.”
The very beginning of John’s Gospel (John 1:1) says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
The confession of Thomas after the resurrection of Jesus is recorded in John20:28 – “My Lord and My God!”
The apostle Peter, fisherman and disciple of Jesus, in his second letter speaks of “the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 2:1).
And so we could continue.

There were the ways in which Jesus described himself in terms only used by God in the Old Testament. The I AM sayings of Jesus recorded in John’s Gospel echo the words of God when He appeared to Moses in the burning bush.


I am the bread of life (John 6:35)


I am the light of the world


I am the good shepherd


I am the Resurrection and the Life


I am the Way, the Truth and the Life

Before Abraham was, I am. The result of him saying this was to put himself on an equal footing with God.
The name for God, YHWH, was translated into the Greek version of the Old Testament as  or Lord. There are 7,000 instances of this. This sacred and exalted title was attributed directly to Jesus.
… if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

Romans 10:9

Jesus is spoken as the manifestation of God’s glory. Old Testament passages which obviously apply to God are applied in the New Testament to Jesus. Christ is seen as the agent of creation. He is the Saviour – which is God’s role in the Old Testament. Christ will judge the world. His divine title Son of God implies divinity.

Graham Kendrick’s song captures the wonderful balance of divinity and humanity.

Meekness and majesty,

manhood and deity,
In perfect harmony –

the man who is God;
Lord of eternity,

dwells in humanity,
Kneels in humility,

and washes our feet. 

Application

Only someone who in infinite God could bear the full penalty for all the sins of all those who would believe in him.
Jesus as human and divine brings us into relationship with God the Father.

As human he can sympathise with our weaknesses. As God he intervenes to help us.

The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world

The issue of salvation is one of the most important questions we can address. Sadly, it is one that is being increasingly neglected in the society in which we live.

Too often, even the church, focuses on issues such as world poverty and global warming as the big issues of our day. I do not deny that they are important, but we must see things from God’s perspective. The big issue is human sin and how it can be dealt with at root level, viz. the human heart.

The human problem is that of rebellion against God. It’s our desire to live independently of God and reject his claims on our lives.

The human condition is one of sin, condemnation, wrath and damnation. And Jesus is the only answer. He is the only one who can take away our sin.
To be the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world requires a Saviour who is at the same time God and Man. To take our punishment for sin we need someone who is truly human. However, to take the full penalty for sin and to represent us before God we need someone who is God himself.
1 Timothy 2:5-6a states “For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all men”.
That is why only Jesus can be our Saviour. 
“You are to give him the name Jesus because he will save their people from their sins”

Matt 1::21

"The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"—which means, "God with us." 

Matt 1:23
The answer to our need today is Jesus. Come to him tonight. He cane to set you free from your sins. Call on his name tonight – “whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved”.

We started with Hanby’s question. Let’s finish with his answer,

’Tis the Lord! O wondrous story!
’Tis the Lord! the King of glory!
At His feet we humbly fall,
Crown Him! crown Him, Lord of all!
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