I believe in the Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ
Reading: Mark 9:30-32

Following Peter’s confession that Jesus is the Christ or Messiah, we find Jesus on a number of occasions prophesying his death and subsequent resurrection.

Belief in the death of Jesus for our sins and his subsequent resurrection is fundamental to biblical Christianity. The Apostles’ Creed, an early attempt to give an outline of Christian belief states,
I believe in Jesus Christ, who suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and buried; He descended into Hell. On the third day He arose again from the dead.
Tonight, I want us to look both at the brief passage from Mark and the statement from the Apostles’ Creed and ask the questions Why did Jesus have to Die? and What is the Significance of the Resurrection? 
Verses 30-31a
They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to know where they were, because he was teaching his disciples.

Jesus wanted to travel unknown on this Galilean journey because He wanted to teach his disciples some important truths. They were to have a period of intensive teaching.
Cole notes that “This is an example of how Jesus could neglect one opportunity to take another without feeling spiritually guilty. He had a quiet purposeful selectiveness, so often lacking in the fevered rush of activism of his followers, which produces nervous breakdowns as part of its bitter fruit.”
In addition, Jesus’ intention that his presence in Galilee should be unrecognized reflects a sense of compulsion to press towards Jerusalem where his messianic mission is to be fulfilled.
These verses challenge our priorities as church. Maybe there are times when we curtail all activities and devote our attention to listening to Jesus.

The teaching of Jesus, which includes the second major prophecy of the Passion found in Mark, spans from verses 31-50. He taught about:


His death and resurrection


True greatness


Discipleship


Sin

Tonight, I want to look at the first topic – Jesus’ impending death and resurrection. The other topics will be covered in subsequent weeks.

Verse 31b

He said to them, "The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise."

Jesus had already started to teach them about this. Following Peter’s confession that Jesus was the Messiah, Jesus told them he would suffer, die and be raised from the dead.
He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again. 

Mark 8:31

There are a number of points I want us to note.
The Suffering of Jesus was Historical.

That Pontius Pilate should be mentioned by name in the Apostles’ Creed is significant. It firmly shows that what we are dealing with is events from history.
Pontius Pilate, a very minor figure in Roman history, was governor of the Roman province of Judea from 26-36 AD.
The gospel is not like some fairy tale that happened “long, long ago and far, far away”. Its central event happened in a definite place and at a definite time.

Why is it important to emphasize this point? It is because we live in history and the gospel affirms that God himself entered into that history in order to save us and liberate us. He came to us in space and time.

The gospel is not just about ideas; it is about God acting, and continuing to act, in history.

There are references to Jesus in the writings of a number of early historians – Josephus, Tacitus, Seutonius, and so on. Any attempt to show that Jesus was neither historical nor suffered a cruel death is unsupported by the historical facts.
The Betrayal of Jesus is Significant
Although Judas was the original perpetrator, although the betrayal was part of God’s plan, the whole sequence of events speaks of the rejection of Jesus by the world in which he lived. And it continues to speak of the rejection of Jesus by the world today. 
Whether it is the anti-Christian stance of the BBC, whether it is secularist agenda of those with political clout, or just the man or woman in the pub, Jesus is being continually betrayed and denied. Our world doesn’t want a Saviour because he makes demands on our lives and bids us Come and Follow Him.

What is our response to Jesus?

The Death of Jesus was Redemptive
The apostle Paul writes in 1 Cor 15:3-4 that Jesus died for our sins.
3For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, …
The close relationship between suffering and redemption is brought out in Isaiah 52:13-53:12.

4 Surely he took up our infirmities 
       and carried our sorrows, 
       yet we considered him stricken by God, 
       smitten by him, and afflicted. 

 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
       he was crushed for our iniquities; 
       the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, 
       and by his wounds we are healed. 

Jesus was the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 

Jesus was crucified. This was a common, but barbaric, form of execution in Roman times. But for a Jew, to be crucified was more than just to die a painful and shameful death. In Deuteronomy 21:22-23, we read,

22 If a man guilty of a capital offense is put to death and his body is hung on a tree, 23 you must not leave his body on the tree overnight. Be sure to bury him that same day, because anyone who is hung on a tree is under God's curse. You must not desecrate the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance.

Jesus was under the curse of God. Why? The answer is given by the apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:21,
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
Jesus was under the curse of God in order to take away our sins.
Do you know sins forgiven tonight. I’m not talking about minimization or denial tonight. I’m talking about redemption.

The Resurrection of Jesus was Triumphant

Jesus predicted his resurrection. Jesus’ prophecy in Mark 9:31 ends with the words and after three days he will rise.
Some critics of Christianity have attempted to discredit the resurrection accounts of the New Testament. However, such arguments are based primarily on the assumption that such a thing couldn’t happen and so it didn’t.
The apostle Paul, at the start of his letter to Christians in Rome, writes,

1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— 2the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of David, 4and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.

It is the resurrection that declares to the world that Jesus is the Son of God. 
The resurrection of Jesus was
1. A Historical Event

2. The Foundation of the Christian Faith

3. A promise of Ultimate Victory

4. The Power of Christian Experience

5. The Assurance of Eternal Security

6. Mirror on our Lives setting everything in perspective
7. A Life Transforming Message
Many people throughout the ages have encountered the risen Christ who has transformed their lives. Will you allow him to transform yours?

Verse 32

But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it.

We might be surprised at the reaction of the disciples. The failure of the disciples to understand Jesus’ meaning and their fear of discussing it with him suggests an apprehension that the more they know the less they will like it.

The challenge for us as his modern day disciples is to understand the teaching of Jesus and to be transformed by it.
Conclusion
As we come to the communion service tonight, we face the challenge of following a crucified Jesus in an increasingly secularist society. Are we willing to respond to his call, to receive his forgiveness, and become part of the people of God?

I believe in the Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ!
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