"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favour rests."  - Luke 1:14
Glory to God

The glory of God is revealed in the incarnation of Jesus. “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” (John 1:14).
in the highest. Let’s make no mistake about it we are talking about Almighty God, who created the heavens and the earth.
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. (Philippians 2:6-7).
This is something the angels are excited about. This is a military salute. God’s glory is revealed in creation, incarnation, atonement.

Peace on Earth

This is the peace that God brings. In the purposes of God, it will only be properly realised through the Prince of Peace that the prophet foretold all those centuries previously (Isaiah 9:6). God has a plan and a purpose and it’s realised through Jesus.
“… while the emperor may give peace from war on land and sea, he is unable to give from passion, grief and envy. He cannot give peace of heart, for which man yearns more than even for outward peace.” Epictetus (1st century AD).

The peace is primarily about restoring our relationship with God.

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. (Romans 5:1-2).
At present, the peace of God is experienced in the hearts and lives of God’s people. It is a fruit of the Spirit. It is a litmus test for whether we are truly Christ’s. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. (Col 1:15).
This peace must affect our whole lives. Then and only then will we be God’s instruments of peace in a broken and hurting world.
men on whom his favour rests. God takes the initiative. In Christ salvation is proclaimed, Are we recipients of God’s grace and favour this morning. Are we saved?
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16).
And then “when [the shepherds] had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.” (Luke 2:17-18).
Do we do this? Are we going to tell the world about Jesus and give glory to God? 
