Glad tidings of Great Joy
Reading: Luke 2:8-20
When the angel appeared to the shepherds, he announced good news of great joy. What sort of news brings us joy?

· Seeing our children

· End of a war

· Winning a prize

· Birth of a baby

So, what sort of news did the angels bring? Today, the long awaited Saviour or Messiah has been born. What does this mean?
Another word for salvation – Rescue. Messiah or anointed one is God’s choice for the task – a rescue mission. But what does he rescue us from? He’s the one who will rescue people from sin, themselves, the devil, and finally death.

And the shepherds were the ones who had the privilege of seeing this baby before anyone else. They were invited to the party. God’s party.

One day, God will throw another party – in heaven. Will you be invited?

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
John 3:16
God has made provision for our rescue, but we need to respond. We need to believe in Jesus and follow him. 
Then the words of the angels will apply to us – peace on earth to men on whom his favour rests. We can know God’s peace or well-being in our lives. We can know the peace of God in our hearts – forgiveness, part of God’s family, security for the future.
Now the shepherds wanted to go to Bethlehem straight away. When God’s salvation comes to us, we want to see Jesus, to know him, to love him, to follow him.

The disciples obeyed the angelic voice.

Then we worship. Like the shepherds we want to glorify and praise God. It’s the inevitable response of seeing what God is doing.

They witnessed to what they had seen. They told others.

And for followers of Jesus, obedience to God’s word, worship and witness become part of our lives.
We celebtrate Christmas this week. But God calls us to 24-7 discipleship throughout the year. Will we see Christmas as a nice, pleasant sentimental time? Or will it become the start of a life of radical discipleship following the Christ wherever he leads?  
Christ is in the life-transforming business. Whatever we’ve done he can forgive us and change us to be the people he wants us to be. Hallelujah!
