Facing Your Giants
Reading: 1 Samuel 17

A Desperate Situation
A desperate situation for the people of God. (1-3) Goliath the Giant was challenging the Israelites in battle. Nine feet tall (4). A walking tank! (5-7)

Response of Saul and the Israelites – dismay and terror. (11)
Situations we find ourselves in – Is there a way out?
Cash flow – Leaky Roof - No Youth – No internationals – No children
Illness – Bereavement – Financial Pressure – Job Loss – Divorce – Addiction

Is there any hope?

A Man with Attitude – God Attitude
David comes along – The difference attitude makes. Two possibilities: defeat or trust in God

Common theme through Scripture – Faith or doubt. The heroes of faith. Larger than life characters who put their trust in God. Also church history.
David’s response – What will be done? Looking to future



Who is this uncircumcised …?   Indignation (26)
Things we need to be indignant about - Human Trafficking, Global Poverty, Injustice, decline of Christianity in the UK, abuse of human rights, persecution of Christians.
Getting serious with God talk. Time to rise up and take action. Age has nothing to do with it.
Reaction from others – in this case his brother. (29) Don’t be surprised. Don’t give up. 

We need to be those with a longing inside to be someone God uses.
A God who Can be trusted

The God opportunity – someone told Saul. Billy Graham. (31). 
David’s response – faith. He encourages others and is willing to take action himself. Don’t lose heart. David wanted a life of significance and action. Jesus is calling people to follow him.
Where are you tonight? – Despair at the Giants or Confidence in God. 

The put down – you’re too young (33). 

David wouldn’t have it (34). Past experiences of God colour the present – The Lion and the Bear.

Apply to present. (37)
A Great Victory

In response to faith there is no other answer – Go! (37)
God be with you. With God, two is a majority. Let’s be Exploit doers.

Saul’s Armour (38-39). Didn’t fit David.

People try to help. But you have to go with what fits you.

Then David went forth against Goliath. This is the key moment.

What Giants do we have to overcome?

Our Circumstances 
Our Past

Our Failures

Our Personalities

The Mocking of the Enemy (43-44)

The devil will say – You! You can’t do anything. This is a lie. God can use the people who trust in him to do mighty things.
David wasn’t deterred. Later in one of the Psalms he could say, “with God’s help I can run through a troop!”

David’s response – Faith spelt R.I.S.K.


Acknowledges Danger


Affront to God


Affirmation of Faith


Positive Outcome

This is the moment that counts. Are we ready? (49)

Victory. We share in the victory of Jesus.

1 Cor 15:57. “Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
David was a Giant Killer. He went on to be the greatest king Israel ever knew.

He was a soldier. He knew that prayer and praise were powerful weapons.

Paul; The weapons of our warfare are mighty before God to the pulling down of strongholds.

Are we willing to be followers of King Jesus. Facing our Giants and defeating them in the mighty name of Jesus?
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