David’s Mighty Men
Reading: 1 Samuel 22:1-2 & 2 Samuel 23:8-23
Robert Bruce was on the run for his life when he was supposed to see a spider that inspired him to make one further attempt at freeing Scotland from the hands of the Plantagenet kings of England.

David was on the run for his life. The prophet Samuel had anointed him as king. The present king, Saul, was jealous of him. He tried finding refuge among the Philistines but this didn’t work.
David left Gath and escaped to the cave of Adullam. When his brothers and his father's household heard about it, they went down to him there.

1 Samuel 22:1

David made his base in the cave (s) of Adullam. There members of his family joined him. They may have been concerned that Saul may have tried to get at David through his family – something that is sadly not uncommon.
Robert Bruce’s brother Neil was hung drawn and executed at Berwick and his sister Mary was hung in a cage suspended from a tower in Roxburgh castle.
It was not only his family that joined him.

All those who were in distress or in debt or discontented gathered around him, and he became their leader. About four hundred men were with him.

1 Samuel 22:2

This is like a scene from Robin Hood. People who had a variety of problems – distress, debt or discontentment – came to David.
A motley crew turns up on David’s door step. David took a bunch of people the world didn’t want. He turned them into a bunch of people who amounted to something. 
That’s what God does with us. He takes the impossibles and makes them happen.

26Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him. 

1 Cor 1:26-29
God’s love for the nobodies and the nothings discounted as nonentities and as insignificant in the value system of the world puts the world to shame

God wants to do a work among us. He wants to do it among those who are here tonight.

The vision of people streaming out of the church and witnessing on the streets. This church can hold about four hundred people.

What sort of people came to David? What sort of people turn up in church?

Those in Distress.

Life has been cruel. Maybe this involves other people. 

Rejection

Abuse

Loss, possible bereavement

Jesus doesn’t reject you. Jesus won’t abuse you. Jesus comes to comfort those who mourn and to help them recover.

In your distress, Jesus is offering a new start, a new beginning, a new road.

Those in Debt

Maybe you’re in debt today – and I don’t mean just financial.

Sin is seen as a debt we can’t pay. It’s crippling. It stops us getting on with our lives.

Christ came to pay the debt we owe, to set us free.
Those who are Discontented

Maybe we’re feeling that sense of holy dissatisfaction.

Maybe you’re like Peter wanting something more. Trying to pluck up courage to get out of the boat.
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What did David do? He turned them into a bunch of mighty men. He made them fit to serve a king.  This is what Jesus wants to do with your life. He wants to give you a reason for living.

David couldn’t accomplish much on his own. The generals, commanders and best troops didn’t come to him. He had to make the most of the people he had.
And he turned them into an army. This is the stuff of films.

Oliver Cromwell did this with farmers during the English Civil War.

1000 years later, Jesus Christ did the same and has been doing so ever since. He called four fishermen, a terrorist, a doubter, a thief, a skeptic, a tax-collector, and a few others to follow him and they changed the world.
The bible talks about heroes of faith. God wants to take people and use them for his glory.

Church can be like that sometime – a refuge or haven for people with problems. This is fine. But we are not to stay like this. We are changed into soldiers for Christ, healed helpers.
How does this happen?

The key is knowing God. “The people that do know their God shall be strong and do exploits” (Daniel 11:32).

We know someone by spending time in their presence.

13Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and they came to him. 14He appointed twelve—designating them apostles—that they might be with him and that he might send them out to preach 15and to have authority to drive out demons.

Mark 3:13-15
The disciples made lots of mistakes. But they also did some amazing things.
Peter walked on water

Peter raised the dead. So did Paul.

They all healed the sick.

Paul was bitten by a poisonous snake and was unharmed

How do we know God?
Stage 1 – Become a Christian



Admit we’re sinners



Believe Jesus died for us



Confess our Sins



Decide to follow Christ the rest of your lives

Stage 2 – Grow as a Christian




Read the Bible asking God to speak through it



Pray



Fellowship



Witness 



Be Filled with the Spirit

What did David’s followers become? – Mighty Men.
Josh – Killed 800 in a single encounter

Eli – Fought till his hand froze to his sword

Shammah – Took his stand in a field of lentils

Abishai – Fought against 300

Benaiah – Killed a lion in a pit on a snowy day

Move over Arnie!

Spiritually, there are exploits to be done. Christians are called to spiritual warfare, to set the captives free, to follow in the footsteps of David.

I have the audacity to dream.

I want to see an Antioch church established in the North East. A church that is a centre for mission and revival, for theology and discipleship. Right now this seems pretty impossible. But I believe Jesus can bring together a group of people who want to do spiritual exploits.
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