Crowds come to Jesus

“When they heard all [Jesus] was doing, many people came to him”
Reading: Mark 3:7-12

Introduction

When things happen, crowds gather. It may be victory celebrations, election results, visiting royalty and so on.  We want to be in on the action.
Want a crowd – get some action!
This happened in the life of the early church. Following the healing of a crippled beggar, a crowd gathered. We read about it in Acts 3:9-11.

9 When all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 they recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. 
11 While the beggar held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running to them in the place called Solomon's Colonnade.
The same thing happened in the ministry of Jesus.

Crowds from Galilee Multiply

Verses 7,8 

7 Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the lake, and a large crowd from Galilee followed. 8 When they heard all he was doing, many people came to him from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, and the regions across the Jordan and around Tyre and Sidon.
After the conflicts over the Sabbath, Jesus withdrew to the lakeside.

This has been interpreted as a deliberate act of separation from his enemies. It was no rash act. Mark has highlighted four clashes, both direct and indirect, with the Pharisees.
2:6-11

In reaction to Jesus pronouncing forgiveness to the paralytic.

2:15-17
Over his eating with tax collectors and sinners

2:23-38
The incident in the cornfield

3:1-6

Healing the man with a shrivelled hand on the Sabbath

And now Jesus retires, temporarily, from the conflict. At least in some circumstances it is expedient to separate from those who are of a different opinion. Doesn’t justify Christians separating over trivial matters.
But the crowd from Galilee followed him. And this crowd was growing – crowds generate crowds. Some people had come a long way.

This is not something unique to Jesus’ earthly ministry. People travel to scenes of revival. We see it in the Welsh revival of 1904, Azusa Street, Sunderland in 1907, Toronto Airport Vineyard and so on.
When they heard all he was doing, many people came to him.
The ministry of Jesus, as reported in Mark’s Gospel, consisted of preaching and teaching, healing the sick, and casting out of demons. Already, there were numerous miracles such as the healing of the leper (ch 1), the paralytic (ch 2), and Simon’s mother-in-law (ch 1).

This attracted crowds – some out of curiosity, some for sensationalism, some out of a spiritual longing, some out of real need, some because friends persuaded them.

When Jesus was at work crowds gathered. Whatever their motives, Jesus used this as an opportunity for ministry. 

How did they hear about him? Presumably, by word of mouth – friends telling friends, neighbours telling neighbours, customers telling tradesmen, …
In Acts 8:4, we read that Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went.
They gossiped the Gospel. And they did it in difficult times.

We need to be telling people what Jesus has been doing.

Bishop of Reading stated, “You can’t share what you ain’t got!” His challenge centres on our personal testimony.

Whenever the Gospel is preached with authority there should be an effect. Sometimes, people have quite remarkable and dramatic testimonies of conversion. We shouldn’t be surprised. We need to share it.
Paul, writing to the Roman believers, can say

16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 17 For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”
Romans 1:16,17

The power of testimony.
From Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, and the regions across the Jordan and around Tyre and Sidon.
From Tyre to Capernaum was about 36 miles as the crow flies.

From Sidon to Capernaum was about 58 miles.

From Jerusalem to Capernaum was about 80 miles.
These people had come a long way. They were willing to put themselves out to here Jesus.

Daniel Rowlands preached in the parish of Llangeitho in Cardiganshire over a period of 48 years in the 18th century.

JC Ryle wrote, “People used to flock to hear him preach from every part of the Principality, and to think nothing of travelling fifty or sixty miles for the purpose. On sacrament Sundays it was no uncommon thing for him to have 1500, or 2000, or even 2500 communicants! The people on these occasions would go together in companies, like the Jews going up to the temple feast in Jerusalem, and would return home afterwards singing hymns and psalms on their journey, caring nothing for fatigue.”
Challenge – how far would we be willing to travel to encounter Christ?

The birth of the modern Pentecostal movement can be traced to meetings in Azusa Street, Los Angeles in 1906.  People who were seeking a deeper work of God in their lives travelled half-way across the globe. Many of them had a deep encounter with God and returned home transformed people.

In 1994, a pastor named Randy Clark visited the Toronto Airport Vineyard Church. Following the sermon people began to laugh hysterically, cry, leap, dance, and even roar. It was perceived by the church as “a move of the Holy Spirit”.  Tens of thousands of people flew to Toronto in order to participate in this movement. Following their exposure, many people often become evangelistic, zealous, and sought to spread the movement in their respective places. As a result the "Toronto Blessing" spread to evangelical congregations around the world. 

This is not a theological reflection on the Toronto blessing, but a comment on peoples’ willingness to put themselves out to encounter Jesus. Are we willing to put ourselves out to meet with Jesus?

What is Jesus doing in the world today?

Some might be tempted to say, “Not much!”

The issue of gay priests is tearing the Anglican church apart.

If the Methodist church in the UK continues to decline at current rates, it will cease to exit in 40 years time.

Resurgent Islam

Political Correctness

Media silencing

Many evangelicals are unaware of the incredible impact that the Gospel is having worldwide.
1990-2000: 120 million growth Evangelicals have grown in number from 300 million in 1990 to around 420 million in 2000. That is 4.7% growth per year - the fastest-growing major religious movement in the world. Even excluding biological growth, that means an average of 6 million new believers in Evangelical churches each year. 

The figure of 420 million includes around 17 million Evangelicals in the Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches.  God is at work saving souls!

Patrick Johnstone, author of the recently updated prayer handbook Operation World, to list the seven most encouraging trends of the 1990's.
1. Accelerated growth. In the 1990's, the Evangelical Church has grown faster than ever before. 

2. Focus on world mission has initiated church planting projects among unreached people groups and many other missions initiatives.

3. The collapse of the Iron Curtain The collapse of the Iron Curtain and the end of the USSR created completely new opportunities for mission in Central Asia. Brother Andrew's 1984 challenge to pray for seven years for the fall of the Iron Curtain was taken up and, to the astonishment of an unbelieving church, fulfilled.

4. Thousands of Muslims are turning to Jesus (more than ever before): North African Berbers, Jordanians, Bosnians and Afghanis. In 1991, Brother Andrew called for ten years of prayer for the Islamic world to open to the gospel. The attack on the World Trade Center on 11th September 2001 could be a key moment for a divided Islamic world looking for an alternative belief system.

5. Church growth in China. From 4 million Christians in 1949, the Body of Christ in China grew to over 90 million by the year 2000. The development of truly indigenous forms of Christianity, despite growing persecution at the end of the 1990's, is one of the most important factors in 21st Century Christianity.

6. The astonishing and mostly undocumented growth of the church in India The official numbers (2.34% Christians in 1991) are far lower than the truth, deliberately hiding the true extent of Christianity in the nation. The true figures are certainly far more than double, and look like only the beginning. The Untouchable Dalits have started leaving Hinduism, which could lead to an immense growth of Indian churches.

7. Christian media have changed the faith and world view of millions. Significant examples are the Jesus Film, satellite television such as SAT7 in the Arab world, Christian radio in China and India and the explosive growth of interest in using the Internet for evangelisation and discipleship. 

What is Jesus doing today? He’s building his church and the gates of hades are not prevailing against it! Hallelujah!
Daily conversions There are a number of estimates of the number of daily conversions ranging from 25,000 to 160,000 per day.

Characteristics of Genuine Ministry

Verses 9,10

9 Because of the crowd he told his disciples to have a small boat ready for him, to keep the people from crowding him. 10 For he had healed many, so that those with diseases were pushing forward to touch him.
1. Teaching

We know from Matt 13:2, Mark 4:1-2 and Luke 5:3 that Jesus used a boat to teach the crowds.

Teaching was a fundamental aspect of Jesus’ ministry, especially teaching about the kingdom of God

2. Healing

I don’t know why some people aren’t healed in answer to prayer. But where Jesus is healing people, there are often crowds.

Stephen Jeffries was a Pentecostal evangelist from Maesteg. He was converted during the Welsh Revival of 1904 and was soon engaged in soul-winning activities. He held a campaign in Sunderland in September, 1927. Within three days, the Victoria Hall which seated 3,000 people within three days was packed to capacity leaving hundreds outside unable to gain admission. There were remarkable scenes of healing. About 3,300 people passed into the enquiry room. After a fortnight’s meetings, 950 gathered on the Sunday morning to break bread. Three months after the campaign, 300 new members were received into membership.
St Paul’s Hainault had Tuesday evening Power, Prayer and Healing meetings in the mid 1970s. Meetings were packed and people crowded to get in.

3. Casting out of demons

Verses 11,12

11 Whenever the evil spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, “You are the Son of God.” 12 But he gave them strict orders not to tell who he was.
Conflict with the demonic was a regular feature of Jesus’ ministry.  Such conflict was inevitable. The message of Jesus challenges the powers of evil.

Whenever the evil spirits saw him.  What does this mean? Mark is saying the people who “have a demon” or who are suffering from demonic influence cry out recognizing who Jesus was. 

We cannot do justice to the biblical text by explaining away demonic influences. According to Donald Guthrie, “The synoptic gospels are so full of exorcisms of demon-possessed people that no true estimate of the ministry of Jesus can be given without taking full account of evil spirits”.

This does not mean that we necessarily equate mental illness or abnormal behaviour with the work of evil spirits. But we need to be open to the possibility. Also physical illness, such as blindness or dumbness (Matt 9:32-33; 12:22) may be attributed to demonic activity 

Missionary biographies abound with tales of confrontation with the demonic, particularly where idol worship is common.

Dr Lloyd-Jones writes of a person he believed to be demon-possessed: "Here was a poor girl who was supposed to be paralysed, and many doctors had fallen in the trap of thinking that since she could not walk she had an organic disease. But they could not say which one it was, for none of the doctors could fit the paralysis into any known disease. Then it fell to my lot to see her - partly as a doctor, and partly as a minister - and what struck me immediately was that this was not an organic disease at all, but clearly a case of devil possession. How did I know that? Well, one of the reasons was that when I approached her bed with her doctor and her own minister, the expression on her face changed to something I shall never forget, and though she had not been able to walk for eight years, she began to make the most violent movements with her arms and legs and head, and this continued for ten minutes. Later, as the result of the conversion of two of her sisters, one after another, with a good interval between, that poor girl began to attend a place of worship - she was carried there at first - and finally she herself was converted. Nothing was ever said about her paralysis, but it just completely disappeared".
In the modern world, people are under demonic influence in numerous ways - drug abuse, sexual perversion, alcoholism, occult involvement, freemasonry etc. In extreme cases, as with the man in the synagogue, a person’s personality may be so damaged that the demonic power has taken control and speaks through the person.

We have here challenge and conflict. This will always be part of Gospel preaching.

A phenomenon of revival preaching has been a variety of demonic interruptions. This has been the case in the ministries of the Wesleys and Jonathan Edwards in the eighteenth centuries and also during the Welsh revival of 1904. Evan Roberts and Jesse Penn-Lewis warned against demonic activity in “War on the Saints”.
Marks of the Demonic

Following Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones, there seems to be four or five features: 

i] There was a change in their personalities. When we are ill with convulsions, deafness and dumbness or whatever, our personalities don't change, not even when we have a mental illness. But during the life of Christ when there was demon possession there could be a change of personality. "The poor possessed person begins to act in a strange and unusual manner or is no longer able to function as he normally does, or is at times deprived of the normal use of his faculties. In other words, in the accounts of this condition we find that violence is at times manifested" 

ii] There was a failure to conform to any known pattern of symptoms for a disease. Today you examine a person; "he is suffering from a disease and he has a complex of symptoms. There is a definite clinical entity or picture. But when you look at a case of devil possession, you see that it can never be put into one or the other of the clinical pictures. That is one of the diagnostic points, one of the ways to differentiate devil possession from a disease"  

iii] There was given to these people unusual knowledge and information. See them in our text, "Whenever the evil spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, 'You are the Son of God' (v.11). In the New Testament, it is striking how those with an unclean spirit were able to recognise our Lord. The Pharisees and scribes and Sadduccees and Herodians did not, but these people did. The women with a spirit of divination in Philippi had the insight to recognise that Paul and Silas were the servants of the most high God. So this demonic influence also gave a person a capacity above their own insight and knowledge. 

iv] There was always the debased element, an element of uncleanness. That was not seen in ordinary illnesses that people had but it was present through the influence of an unclean spirit. 

v] There was always great variety in the influence of these evil spirits. We have one extreme case in Mark 5 of the Gadarene demoniac, that man who couldn't be bound even with a chain. "He tore the chains apart, and broke the irons on his feet" (Mk. 5:4). He lived naked amongst the tombs and cut himself with stones. This was clearly a singular and horrible example of demon possession. No other people in the New Testament were like that. Others possessed by demons might have had some kind of sickness, but there are no symptoms at all given to us in the case of Mary Magdalene just the fact that a number of demons troubled her. So there were gradations amongst them. 
Spiritual Warfare
Spiritual warfare is real. Peter writes,

8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.
1 Peter 5:8,9

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

James 4:7
We must submit to God, to his Word.  Religion no safeguard. In the confrontation recorded in Mark 1, the man was found in their synagogue.  Religion, in and of itself, is not a guard against the demonic. The only sure safety is in keeping close to Jesus. 

  In the name of Jesus 

  In the name of Jesus 

  We have the victory 

  In the name of Jesus 

  In the name of Jesus

  Satan will have to flee 
Rev 12:11

They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.
Ephesians 6:10-18 outlines elements of the warfare.

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armour of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.
The Gospel is a powerful weapon alluded to in 2 Cor 10:4-5.

3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.
Paul says unbelievers are blinded by Satan.

3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

2 Cor 4:3,4

If we don’t know Jesus, we and our loved ones, are blind, lost, without God and destined for a Christless eternity.

The challenge for us is to welcome the gospel, embrace it, propagate it – not oppose it.

Wake up to the challenge.

Confession to God’s Messiah

We have in verse 11, the second reference to the Son of God. Mark wants his readers to see who Jesus is. In Mark 1:1, Jesus is called the Son of God. The demons recognize this before his disciples. And then, In Mark 15:39, the centurion recognises who Jesus is. 

The demons recognized Jesus as “The Son of God” even if men didn’t. We remember that earlier in Mark’s Gospel, an evil spirit calls Jesus “the Holy One of God”, the bearer of the Holy Spirit.  

Why the secrecy?  - strategy and ministry.
Jesys wants men and angels to confess him not demons. The demons are not Christ’s messengers to preach the Gospel – Christians are.

Application

How does this relate to us today? People are bound by the devil and demonic forces.


Drugs, Alcohol, Sexual Abuse, Occult, …

The ministry of Jesus is one of freedom and liberation. Those of us who are his people need to take the conflict seriously. We, like the early disciples, are called to be bearers of good news.

We need to believe and embrace the Gospel for ourselves. Are we saved? In the words of the hymn-writer, can we say we are ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven?

If so, we can be healed helpers. We can point others to the Saviour. They will hear through our lips.
This is why testimony is so wonderful. It demonstrated what Jesus is doing in the lives of men and women today.

Conclusion.

When they heard all he was doing, many people came to him. People come to Jesus when they hear about what he’s doing.
God doing remarkable things in today’s world.
We need to positively engage in the mission of God in the world. We need to tell people about Jesus, lead people to Jesus.
God is at work at the cutting edge of mission. Let’s be involved. 
Crowds follow Jesus – Mark 3:7-12

7 Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the lake, and a large crowd from Galilee followed. 8 When they heard all he was doing, many people came to him from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, and the regions across the Jordan and around Tyre and Sidon. 9 Because of the crowd he told his disciples to have a small boat ready for him, to keep the people from crowding him. 10 For he had healed many, so that those with diseases were pushing forward to touch him. 11 Whenever the evil spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, “You are the Son of God.” 12 But he gave them strict orders not to tell who he was.
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