A Call to Prayer
Reading: Esther 4
At a crucial time in the history of the people of God there have been calls to pray.

In the life of the early church we find the people of God praying at key points.

Acts 1:14  After the Ascension

Acts 4:23-31  Following persecution

Acts 12:1-19
  Peter’s imprisonment

Under the Old Covenant there were similar times when the people of God were called to prayer. We find such a call in Esther 4.

Esther was given a challenge to intervene and she invokes the prayers of the people of God. Prayer is crucial at such times.
What is the challenge we face?


Unity of the church


Salvation of souls


Provision of finances


Outpouring of God’s Spirit


The Need for physical healing


Spiritual warfare when we are under attack

For prayer to be effective, it has to be 

United (gathered in one place). 

For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them. – Matt 18:20
Sacrificial (in this case combined with fasting)

Or early in the morning (Mark 1:35).

Sustained (three days and nights)

Daniel prayed three times a day (Daniel 6:10) and weeks on end (Daniel 10:2)

Followed by appropriate action (going to the king).

It might be preaching, witnessing, ….

The is the challenge of what is important to us. Are we willing to pay the cost of praying. It is an act of faith that says the time spent praying is worth it.
As a church I believe we are in a spiritual warfare. Let’s be willing to engage in prayer. I’m looking for opportunities for us to pray more together. Then let’s wee what God will do amongst us.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. Then you will call, and the LORD will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I.    
